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INTRODUCTION

This is the second part of a projected translation of all four Gospels in the
New Testament, and is the second translation on the site to be the result
of sustained collaboration with another colleague. Clifford Cope took his
degrees in Classics and Theology, and Tim Chilcott his degrees in
English Literature. Together, this combination of subject expertise might
seem a close to ideal basis upon which to create a new version of St
Matthew’s Gospel in contemporary English. Clifford Cope has
considered the Greek original, and has drawn upon knowledge of the
theological as well as the linguistic and stylistic issues raised by
Matthew’s account. Tim Chilcott has drawn upon knowledge of earlier
translations of Matthew into English, as well as the nature of
contemporary English. Both have weighed the claims of the original and
of the translation, in a dialogue that has lasted several years. The process
of that dialogue is worth examining in a little detail: from the distinctive
features of Matthew’s original Greek, through the problems of translation
that are raised by his language, to the tentative answers presented in this
version.

The Original: Matthew’s Greek

The gospel of Matthew is generally agreed to be the second oldest of the
four gospels, building upon the text of Mark, and preparing for the later
gospels of Luke and John. Structurally, Matthew’s gospel presents a basic
interplay between two major features: substantial blocks that focus upon
Jesus’ teaching (for example, the Sermon on the Mount, chs. 5-7, or the
Mission and Parable Discourses, chs. 10 and 13), and narrative sequences
that include miracle and healing stories, as well as controversies with
opponents. Much of the narrative element is derived from the earlier
Mark, while the teaching material comes to a large extent from an
unknown source common to both Matthew and Luke, known now as Q
(from the German Quelle, meaning ‘source’). Matthew’s text moves from
teaching to narrative and back again with remarkable clarity and
organisation, and the effect is of a multi-layered yet disciplined account
of Jesus’ life and works. Whereas Mark tends to incorporate Jesus’
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teaching rather loosely into his account, Matthew demonstrates a tight
control over his material and a consistent theological direction in his
argument.

The structural interplay between didacticism and narrative is reflected in
other distinctive features of Matthew’s style. He makes much use of
antithesis, parallelism, and repetition:

Be as subtle as serpents, and as innocent as doves (10.16)
All those who take up the sword will die by the sword (26.52)
Give as freely as you have received (10.8)

I was hungry, and you gave me food;

I was thirsty, and you gave me drink;

I was a stranger, and you welcomed me;

I was naked, and you gave me clothes... (25.35ff.)

Pairings (triplings and quadruplings) like these are not simply isolated
occurrences in the text, but permeate, even saturate, it. No sooner has a
word or phrase been mentioned, it seems, than Matthew presents its
double, either by way of contrast or by way of supporting parallel.
‘Treasure on earth/treasure in heaven’, (6.19), ‘my yoke is soft to bear,
my burden light (11.30), ‘Ask, and it will be given you. Seek, and you
will find (7.7), ‘one will be gathered up, the other left behind’ (24.40), ‘in
your name cast out demons and in your name work many miracles’
(7.22). The constant repetition of this kind of stylistic patterning suggests,
not a passing way of seeing the world, but an habitual cast of mind.

In terms of his imagery, too, Matthew is distinctive. Even allowing for
the fact that his gospel is twice as long as Mark’s, the difference between
Mark and him is clear. In terms of animal imagery, for example, he
presents 44 references against Mark’s 6. His religious imagery is nearly
four times as extensive as Mark’s (204 occurrences against 57). He makes
far greater use of images concerned with trade, economics, and
measurement (some 104 references against 15). And although other
contrasts are less dramatic, they still point to the distinctiveness of his
account: over three times the number of images concerned with crime and
punishment, for instance, or the same increase in images to do with birth,
marriage, and death.

Together, these features of structure and image point to the special
qualities of Matthew’s language. It is a more educated and polished form
of Greek than Mark’s, with a noticeably wider vocabulary. Its syntax is
more sophisticated. It is conscious not only of what it is saying, but of
how to say it most tellingly. Form matters, as well as content. Ultimately,
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INTRODUCTION

the sense that Matthew’s language leaves is one of both range and depth,
drawing upon a broad and various canvas to communicate its theological
and imaginative message.

Translating Matthew into modern English: the problems

Given these stylistic qualities in Matthew’s original Greek, the question
arises of how best to translate this kind of language into contemporary
English. There are at least two significant, general issues that any such
translation has to confront:

i) biblical translation has long expressed a tension between what has
more recently been characterised as ‘formal equivalence’ and ‘dynamic
equivalence’. ‘Formal equivalence’ (sometimes also called ‘literal
equivalence’) is the attempt to translate word-for-word from the original,
as clearly and as accurately as possible. ‘Dynamic equivalence’ is the
attempt to translate phrase-for-phrase or meaning-for-meaning from the
original, so that its idioms and resonances are re-enacted in a
contemporary context. Few translations, of course, express such styles
absolutely, and many contain a mixture of both in varying proportions.
But the differences between them are very evident. Consider, for
instance, a small part of Matthew’s Passion narrative in these two
versions:

He went away again a second time and prayed, saying, ‘My Father,
if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done.’

Again He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.
And He left them again, and went away and prayed a third time,
saying the same thing once more.

Then He came to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still
sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand and the Son of
man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners.

Get up, let us be going; behold, the one who betrays Me is at hand!’

He then left them a second time. Again he prayed, ‘My Father,
if there is no other way than this, drinking this cup to the dregs,
I’m ready. Do it your way.’

When he came back, he again found them sound asleep. They
simply couldn’t keep their eyes open. This time he let them sleep on,
and went back a third time to pray, going over the same ground
one last time.

When he came back the next time, he said, ‘Are you going to
sleep on and make a night of it? My time is up, the Son of Man is
about to be handed over to the hands of sinners. Get up! Let’s get
going! My betrayer is here.’
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These translations of Matthew 26: 42-6 are from versions barely twenty
years apart (from the New American Standard Bible, first published in
1971, and from The Message, first published in 1993); yet they could
scarcely convey more contrasting effects. The NASB remains close to the
original Greek, translating tovto, for instance, simply as ‘this’ rather than
‘this cup’, or retaining the archaic ‘behold’ for idov. The Message is
resolutely contemporary and colloquial (‘I’m ready’, ‘do it your way’,
‘are you going to...make a night of it?’, ‘my time is up’), substituting an
informal, street idiom for the formal word-for-word cadences of the
NASB.

ii) in addition to the debate between literal and idiomatic rendering, any
translation of Matthew has to confront a momentous historical and
imaginative fact: that in 1611, a version of the entire Bible was produced
(the King James or Authorised Version), the stylistic power of which is
probably equalled only by the plays of Shakespeare. Whereas earlier
translations of other monumental literary works (Homer, Virgil, Dante,
Cervantes) are often soon superseded, as a new generation detects
quaintness or archaism in versions from the past, the Authorised Version
of 1611 seems to stand immutable, the unchallenged yardstick against
which every later translation is to be measured. Whether in endorsement
of its sonorities and rhythms, or in reaction against them, every
translation has to contend with its monumental stature. Few, if any,
versions seem yet to have surpassed it.

Translating Matthew into modern English: the tentative solutions

Given this context, what we have tried to achieve in this translation is a
version of Matthew in a contemporary English that is accurate, clear, and
imaginatively persuasive, and that is also sensitive to the rthythms and
intonations of the human voice. The text, in other words, is addressed to
speakers and hearers, as well as to readers; and the sound patterns of the
English, as well as the denotations and connotations of words, have been
constantly tested and judged. In the very earliest stages of drafting, an
interlinear version of Matthew’s gospel was produced, with a word-for-
word equivalence provided for every term in the Greek. Then slowly, that
version was reworked, in draft after draft, into an English that was
contemporary without being over-idiomatic, euphonous without sound
marginalizing meaning, and clear without misleading over-simplification.
The drafts were read out aloud, as well as viewed on the page, the
ultimate goal being an English that was simple, and enduring. The
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penultimate draft was then scrutinised by an outside observer, Rev. Peter
Cobb, to whom we are very grateful indeed for perceptive and incisive
comment, and final amendments made.

In addition to the general features of the translation noted above, there are
a number of specific details that are worth highlighting:

i) however towering the 1611 Authorised Version may be, its
use of second person singular pronouns (thou, thee, thine)
and verbs (art, hast, hadst) is now archaic, even in reference
to the Deity. In Matthew’s original Greek, besides, there is
no pronominal distinction between addressing God and
addressing a human being; and pronouns referring to God
are not distinguished by upper or lower cases (as in He, Him,
Thou). Lower case ‘you’, ‘he’, and ‘him’, therefore, are used
throughout this translation, in keeping with its aim of a
rendering into contemporary English. The one capitalisation
that has been retained is ‘God’, since the upper case here
marks a concept clearly different from the lower case ‘god’.

i)  terminology that is male-biased (for example, the use of ‘he’
or ‘him’ when the whole of humanity is being referred to)
has been universalised, either by recasting the phrase in
question into a plural ‘they’ and ‘them’, or by recasting it
in a passive voice (thus, ‘it was said’, rather than ‘men said’).
Where gender is significant and non-discriminatory, however,
it has naturally been retained.

iii)  in keeping with contemporary formats, Matthew’s narrative
has been rendered as a sequence of prose paragraphs, rather
than as separate, numbered ‘verses’. Presented as short verses,
with a new line for each verse, every aspect of his account
can seem to become equalised in significance, and to blur any
discrimination between the more important and less important
details. But paragraphing highlights the overall structure and
unity of each episode, and integrates individual details into a
larger, more complete picture.

Conclusion

The discussion of both general and specific questions will, it is hoped,
give some sense of the aims, issues and provisional solutions offered in

vi

INTRODUCTION

this translation of Matthew’s gospel. And the notion of provisionality
needs to be emphasised. No translator of Matthew can fail to be aware of
the long list of previous writers who have attempted to reconcile a
language that was living to him with a language that is living to them.
Such a tradition of translation, indeed, constantly highlights evolutions
rather than conclusions, stages in a development rather than finishing
lines. In that spirit, this new text is not a finality, but a contribution to a
continuing process, begun two thousand years ago, that is likely to reach
far into the future.

Tim Chilcott
Clifford Cope

January 2006
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CHRONOLOGY

The chronology below is divided into two parts: the dating and authorship
of the original gospel, followed by a list of the major translations of
Matthew’s gospel into English. These translations are almost always part
of a larger text: either of the New Testament, or of the entire Bible.

Dating and authorship

If, as is widely accepted, Matthew’s gospel makes extensive use of Mark,
and Mark’s gospel can probably be dated to between circa 65 CE and
circa 75 CE, it follows that Matthew must clearly be assigned a date later
than circa 75 CE. In support of this dating, it is often argued that the
gospel’s rather hostile attitude to the Jews may reflect a time when the
young church was becoming more established, and when it was
vigorously challenging, even breaking away from, old Judaic traditions.
A dating of between 85 CE and 100 CE seems the most likely period of
composition.

The question of Matthew’s identity, however, is more uncertain.
Although the gospel is named after one of the original twelve disciples,
this is a later attribution made by the early Christian church. Furthermore,
if Matthew did indeed make extensive use of Mark, and if Mark was
almost certainly not an eyewitness of the events he describes, the
identification of the author with Matthew the disciple, who would have
been an eyewitness, seems less than likely. Although an approximate date
for the composition of the Gospel can be roughly established, the identity
and biography of its author are far more elusive.

Major translations of Matthew into English
[597-1382] [metrical paraphrases, glosses, and translations of fragments

from Old Latin and from the Latin Vulgate that had been
produced by St. Jerome, 382-405].
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1382-97

1526-35

1537

1539

1539-41

1560

1568

1582-1609

1611

1881-5

CHRONOLOGY

The Wycliffe Bible, in first and second versions. This is the
first translation ever of the entire Bible into English.
Translated from the Latin Vulgate.

The Tyndale and Coverdale Bible. William Tyndale and
Miles Coverdale produce the first printed translation of the
New Testament, and then of the entire Bible.

Matthew’s Bible, a version heavily indebted to Tyndale and
Coverdale.

Tavener’s Bible, a revision of the Matthew Bible.

The Great Bible, a revision of the Matthew Bible by Miles
Coverdale.

The Geneva Bible, the first Bible to be printed in Roman
type, to use verse divisions, and to use italic type for any
word in the translation that had no corresponding term in the
original Hebrew and Greek. This is the Bible used by
Shakespeare and, later, Bunyan.

The Bishops’ Bible, a revision of the Great Bible. It follows
the Geneva Bible in dividing the text into verses. A 2nd.
edition in 1572 extensively revises the rendering of the New
Testament.

The Rheims-Douai Version, prepared for the Roman
Catholic faith, though markedly inferior in style to other
versions, with a heavy reliance on Latinisms.

King James Authorised Version, the monumental version
that nonetheless derives much from earlier translators,
especially Tyndale and Coverdale. At least a third of the
New Testament follows Tyndale’s exact wording. The first
edition runs to some 20,000 copies.

English Revised Version. In terms of accuracy, an
improvement upon the King James Version, but less
effective in terms of literary style.




1901

1946-52

1961-70

1966

1979-82

1989

CHRONOLOGY

American Standard Version, a variant of the Revised
Version.

Revised Standard Version, the first English version to be
officially authorised for use by all the major Christian
churches: Protestant, Roman Catholic, Orthodox and
Anglican. The New Revised Standard Version is published
in 1990.

New English Bible. Stylistically problematic, though
revised in 1989 to regain some of the euphonies of the 1611
King James Version.

The Jerusalem Bible, revised as The New Jerusalem Bible
in 1985. The first translation by Roman Catholic scholars
from the original languages.

New King James Bible. The work of some 130 scholars and
theologians, though eliciting different responses in terms of
its textual reliability and stylistic power.

Revised English Bible, an updating of the New English
Bible of 1961.
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Matthew i

This is the record of the ancestry of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham:

Abraham was the father of Isaac,

Isaac the father of Jacob,

Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,

Judah the father of Perez and Zarah, whose mother was Tamar,
Perez the father of Hezron,

Hezron the father of Ram,

Ram the father of Amminadab,

Amminadab the father of Nahshon,

Nahshon the father of Salmon,

Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab,
Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,
Obed the father of Jesse,

and Jesse the father of King David.

David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s  wife,
Solomon the father of Rehoboam,

Rehoboam the father of Abijah,

Abijah the father of Asa,

Asa the father of Jehoshaphat,

Jehoshaphat the father of Joram,

Joram the father of Uzziah,

Uzziah the father of Jotham,

Jotham the father of Ahaz,

Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,

Hezekiah the father of Manasseh,

Manasseh the father of Amon,

Amon the father of Josiah,

and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to
Babylon.

After the exile to Babylon:

Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel,
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,
Zerubbabel the father of Abiud,
Abiud the father of Eliakim,




Eliakim the father of Azor,

Azor the father of Zadok,

Zadok the father of Achim,

Achim the father of Eliud,

Eliud the father of Eleazar,

Eleazar the father of Matthan,

Matthan the father of Jacob,

and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, who gave birth to Jesus,
who is called Christ.

So there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen
from David until the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to Christ.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ happened in this way. His mother, Mary, was
betrothed to Joseph. But before they began to live together, she was found to be
with child through the Holy Spirit. Being a just man, her husband Joseph was
unwilling to disgrace her in public, so he sought to divorce her quietly. But as
he was considering this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, and
said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary into your home as
your wife. For the child she has conceived is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear
a son. You are to call him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’

All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had declared through his prophet:
‘A virgin will be with child, and bear a son, and he will be called Emmanuel,
which means ‘God is with us.” When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the
Lord had commanded him, and took Mary into his home as his wife. But he did
not sleep with her until she bore her son. And Joseph named him Jesus.
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Matthew ii

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, there came to Jerusalem astrologers from the East. They were asking,
‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star as it
rose, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was
deeply troubled, and with him all Jerusalem. From among the people, he
summoned all the chief priests and scholars of the law, and inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, ‘for so it
has been written by the prophet”.

You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are in no way least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a leader

who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.

Then Herod called the astrologers to meet him in secret, and found out from
them the exact time that the star had appeared. He sent them on to Bethlehem,
and said, ‘Go and search carefully for the child. And when you find him, report
back to me, so that I may go and pay him homage also.’

After listening to the king, they set out on their way; and the star they had
seen at its rising went on before them, until it stopped over the place where the
child lay. The sight of the star overwhelmed them with joy. And entering the
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and fell down in homage
before him. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold and
frankincense and myrrh. But being warned in a dream not to go back to Herod,
they returned to their own country by a different way.

When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream,
and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother. Seek refuge in Egypt, and
remain there until I tell you. Herod will search for the child to kill him.” So
Joseph got up, and during the night took the child and his mother to seek
refuge in Egypt. He stayed there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill
what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘Out of Egypt I called my son.’

When Herod saw how foolish he had been made to look by the astrologers,
he was beside himself with rage. He sent out his soldiers and, in accordance
with the time that he had learned from the astrologers, massacred all the boys
in Bethlehem and the whole region around who was two years old or under.
And so the words of the prophet Jeremiah were fulfilled:




A voice was heard in Ramah,

wailing and great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children,

refusing to be comforted, because they were no more.

After Herod’s death, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and return to the land
of Israel. Those who sought the young child’s life are dead.” So he got up, took
the child and his mother, and went back to the land of Israel. But when he
heard that Archelaus was ruling in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go back there. Being warned in another dream, he took refuge in the
region of Galilee, and settled in a town called Nazareth. This was to fulfill the
words of the prophets: ‘He will be called a Nazarene.’
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Matthew iii

In those days, John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea.
‘Repent,’ he called, ‘for the kingdom of heaven draws near.” John was the one of
whom the prophet Isaiah had spoken when he told of

a voice crying out in the wilderness,
‘Prepare a way for the Lord.
Make straight his paths.’

John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he wore a leather belt around his
waist. Locusts and wild honey were the food he ate. From Jerusalem and all
Judea and the whole region around the Jordan, people flocked to him.
Confessing their sins, they were baptised by him in the river Jordan.

Yet when he saw that many Pharisees and Sadducees were also coming to be
baptised, he said to them, ‘You children of serpents. Who warned you to run
from the wrath to come? Bear fruit that shows repentance. And do not imagine
you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that, out
of these very stones, God could create children for Abraham. Even now, the axe
lies ready at the roots of the trees; and every tree that does not yield good fruit
will be cut down and thrown on to the fire. I baptise you with water as a sign
of repentance. But after me, there will come one greater than I am, whose
sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and
with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clean out his
threshing floor. He will gather up his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he
will burn in unquenchable fire.’

At that time, Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John.
Yet John tried to prevent him. ‘Why do you come to me?” he asked. ‘It’s I who
should be baptised by you.” But Jesus answered, ‘Let it be this way. For then,
this will be the fitting way for us to fulfil all that God has willed.” So John
agreed, and Jesus was baptised. As he rose up from the water, the heavens
opened to him, and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove to alight upon
him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my beloved son, in whom I take
delight.’
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Matthew iv

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, to be tempted by the devil.

For forty days and nights, Jesus fasted, becoming weak with hunger. The
tempter came to him and said, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to
become bread.” Jesus answered, ‘It is written, “Mankind cannot live by bread
alone, but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God”.’

Then the devil led him into the holy city, and made him stand on the
highest point of the temple. He said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down. Does the scripture not say, ‘He will command his angels to
protect you, to carry you in their arms, so that you will not strike your foot
against a rock’? Jesus answered, ‘The scripture also says, “Do not tempt the
Lord your God”.’

Again, the devil led him up to the top of a very high mountain, and showed
him in their glory all the kingdoms of the world. ‘All of these,” he said, ‘T will
give you, if you will fall on your knees and worship me.” But Jesus answered,
‘Get out of my sight, Satan. The scriptures say, “You shall worship the Lord
your God; him alone shall you serve”.” Then the devil left him; and angels came
and took care of him.

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he went back to Galilee.
Leaving Nazareth, he went and settled in Capernaum, beside the lake of Galilee
in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. This was to fulfil the words of the
prophet Isaiah, who spoke of

the land of Zebulun, the land of Naphtali,
the road by the lake, the land beyond Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles

and said,

The people who lived in darkness

have seen a great light.

And for those who live in the land and shadow of death,
a light has dawned.

From that time, Jesus began to proclaim the message, ‘Repent your sins, for
the kingdom of heaven is near.’

Now as Jesus was walking by the lake of Galilee, he saw two brothers -
Simon who was also called Peter, and Andrew, his brother - casting a net into
the lake. They were fishermen. Jesus said to them, ‘Come, follow me, and I will
make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets, and followed him.
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A little further on, he saw two other brothers, James and John, the sons of
Zebedee. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He
called them, and at once they left their boat and their father, and followed him.

He went all over Galilee, teaching in the synagogues, proclaiming the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and disease among the people.
News of him spread to the whole of Syria. They brought to him all who were ill,
or diseased, or racked with pain; all those possessed by demons; all who were
epileptic or paralysed - and he healed them. Vast crowds followed him, from
Galilee and the Ten Towns, from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the
Jordan.
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Matthew v

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went away, up into a mountain. He sat down,
and his disciples gathered round him. He began to speak, and taught them:

Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn,
for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the gentle,
for the earth shall belong to them.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.
Blessed are those who make peace,
for they shall be called the children of God.
Blessed are those persecuted because of their righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you, when people insult you, and persecute you - when they lie and
say all kinds of evil about you - because of me. Rejoice, and be glad. Your
reward in heaven will be great. In just the same way did they persecute the
prophets before you.”

‘You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its flavour, how can it be
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out
and trodden underfoot.’

“You are the light of the world. A city that is built on a hill cannot be
hidden. A lamp is not lit and then put under a bowl, but on a lamp-stand,
where it can give light to all in the house. Let your light shine out to mankind,
like the lamp, so that people may see the good that you do, and praise your
Father in heaven.’

‘Do not think I have come to abolish the Law or the prophets. I have not
come to abolish, but to bring to fulfilment. Truly I tell you: till heaven and
earth have passed away, not a single letter, not a single stroke of a letter, will
vanish from the Law until all is fulfilled. And so whoever breaks even the least
of its commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will have the lowest
place in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever follows the commandments, and
teaches others to do the same, will have a high place in the kingdom of heaven.
I tell you that, unless your goodness far surpasses that of the Pharisees and
scholars of the law, you will never enter the kingdom of God.’
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‘You have heard what our forefathers were told: “Do not commit murder.
Anyone who murders must be brought to justice.” But I say this to you: anyone
who nurses anger against another deserves to face judgment. Anyone who
insults another must be brought to court. Anyone who curses another will
deserve the fires of hell.’

‘So if you are bringing your gift to the altar, and remember there that
someone has a grievance against you, leave your gift at the altar. First go and
make your peace with that person; and only then come back and offer your
gift.’

‘Should anyone take you to court, befriend them quickly while you are both
on the way, or your opponent may hand you over to the judge, and the judge
to the officer, and you are thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will not
emerge from there until you have paid the very last penny.’

“You have heard what has been said: “Do not commit adultery.” But I say
this to you: every man who looks on a woman lustfully has already committed
adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out
and throw it away. It is better for a single organ to be destroyed than for your
whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin,
cut it off and throw it away. It is better for a single limb to be destroyed than
for your whole body to go to hell.’

‘It used to be said, “Whoever divorces his wife must give her a certificate of
divorce”. But I say this to you: anyone who divorces his wife for any reason
other than infidelity forces her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a
divorced woman commits adultery also.’

‘Again, you have heard what our forefathers were told: “Do not break your
oath”, and “Keep the oaths you make to the Lord”. But I say this to you: you
should not swear an oath at all - not by heaven, for it is the throne of God, nor
by earth, for it is his footstool, nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great
King, nor by your own head, because you cannot make one hair of it white or
black. Simply let your ‘yes’ mean ‘yes’, and your ‘no’ mean ‘no’. Anything more
than this comes from the devil.’

‘You know that it used to be said: “An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a
tooth.” But I tell you this: do not resist one who intends to wrong you. If
someone slaps you on the right cheek, turn and offer them the other. If someone
wants to sue you for your shirt, give your coat as well. If someone makes you
walk a mile, go with them for two. If someone asks you to give, give; if
someone wants to borrow, do not turn away.’

‘You know that it used to be said: “You shall love your neighbour, and hate
your enemy.” But I tell you this: love your enemies. Pray for those who
persecute you. Then you will become true children of your Father in heaven,
who makes his sun rise upon the wicked and the good, and sends his rain upon
the righteous and those who do evil alike. If you love only those who love
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you, what reward can you receive? Even tax collectors do as much as that. And
if you greet only your friends, what is there extraordinary about that? Even the
Gentiles do as much. You must be perfect, just as your Father is heaven is
perfect.’
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Matthew vi

‘Take care not to parade your goodness before people, to be noticed by them. If
you do, no reward awaits you with your Father in heaven. When you give to
the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and the streets, to win people’s praise. Truly I tell you, they are
receiving their reward. So when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing. Your giving then will be in secret. And
your Father, who can see what is done in secret, will reward you.’

‘Again, when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites. They love to say their
prayers standing up in the synagogues and on the street-corners, for all to see
them. Truly I tell you, they are receiving their reward. But when you pray, go
to your room, and close the door, and pray to your Father in secret. Your
Father, who sees what is secret, will reward you.’

‘And when you pray, do not babble on and on as the heathens do. They
think the more words they use, the more they will be listened to. Do not be like
them. Your Father knows the things you need before you ask. So pray like this:

Heavenly Father,

Sacred be your name.

Your kingdom come,

Your will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us the wrong that we have done,

As we forgive those who have done wrong to us.
Do not lead us to temptation

And keep us safe from evil.

If you forgive others the wrongs they have done, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive
the wrongs you have done.’

‘And whenever you fast, do not look gloomy as the hypocrites do. They
make their faces look hideous, that others may see they are not eating. But
truly I tell you: they are receiving their reward. When you fast, anoint your
head, and wash your face, so that no one sees that you are fasting, but only
your Father, who is hidden from you. Your Father, who sees what is done in
secret, will reward you.’

‘Do not store up for yourselves treasure on earth, where moths and rust will
destroy it, and thieves break in to steal it. Store up treasure in heaven, where
no moths or rust can destroy it, and thieves do not break in and steal. For
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

‘The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body
will be full of light. But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be
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full of darkness. And if the only light you see is darkness, how immeasurable
will that darkness be.’

‘No one can serve two masters. A servant will either hate one and love the
other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot both serve God
and be a slave to the riches of the world.’

‘And so I say to you: do not worry about your life, and what you may eat or
drink, or about your body, and what you may wear. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air. They do not plant
or harvest or store their food in barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
Are you not worth much more than them? Can anyone by worrying add a
single hour to life? NOTE And why be anxious about what you wear? Learn
from the lilies in the fields, and how they grow. They do not work at weaving
clothes. And yet I tell you: even Solomon in all his splendour could not clothe
himself like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grasses in the field,
which are alive today and tomorrow thrown into the oven, how much more
will he do for you? Do not have so little faith.’

‘So do not be anxious and ask, “What shall we have to eat?”, or “What shall
we have to drink?”, or “What shall we have to wear?” These are all things that
preoccupy the heathen. And your heavenly Father knows that you need them
all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these other
things will come to you as well. So do not be anxious about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will take care of itself. Each day brings trouble enough to bear.’
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Matthew vii

‘Do not pass judgement, or you too will be judged. For the judgements you
make will be made about you. The yardstick you use will be used upon you.
Why do you notice the splinter in your neighbour’s eye, and fail to see the
beam of wood in your own? And how can you say to your neighbour “Let me
take the splinter out of your eye”, when you still have the beam in your own?
You hypocrite! First take the beam out of your own eye, and then you will see
clearly enough to remove the splinter from your neighbour’s eye.’

‘Do not give what is holy to dogs, or throw your pearls before swine. They
will only trample them under their feet, then turn round and tear you to
pieces.’

‘Ask, and it will be given you. Seek, and you will find. Knock, and the door
will open for you. For everyone who asks receives, everyone who seeks finds,
and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.’

‘If your child asks for bread, would any one of you give it a stone? Or if
your child asks for a fish, would you give it a snake? If you then, who are
sinners, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will
your heavenly Father give good things to those who ask him.’

‘So in all things, treat others as you would have them treat you. This is the
meaning of all the Law and the Prophets.’

‘Enter through the narrow gate. The gate is wide, and the road is broad, that
leads to destruction; and there are many who go that way. But the gate that
leads to life is narrow, and the road confined. Few are those who find it.’

‘Beware of false prophets. They come to you wearing the fleeces of lambs,
but underneath they are ravaging wolves. You will recognise them by how they
act. Can grapes be gathered from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? In the
same way, a healthy tree will always produce good fruit, but a sickly tree
rotten fruit. A healthy tree cannot produce rotten fruit, nor a sickly tree good
fruit. And every tree that does not produce good fruit is cut down and burnt.
So, you will recognise these false prophets by the fruit that they bear.’

‘Not everyone who says to me “Lord, Lord” will enter the kingdom of
heaven, only those who do the will of my Father in heaven. When that day
comes, many will say to me, “Lord, Lord, in your name did we not prophesy, in
your name cast out demons, and in your name work many miracles?” Then I
will tell them to their face, “I never knew you. Get out of my sight. All you ever
did was evil”’

‘So everyone who hears my words and acts upon them is like someone who
is prudent and who builds their house on rock. The rain pours down, the rivers
flood, and the winds blow and beat against the house. But it does not fall,
because its foundations are on rock. But everyone who hears my words and
does not act upon them is like someone who is foolish and who builds a house
on sand. The rain pours down, the rivers flood, and the winds blow and batter
against the house. And down it tumbles in a huge and mighty fall” NOTE
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Matthew viii

When he had come down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. And a
man with leprosy came and knelt down before him, and said, ‘Lord, if you
choose to, you can make me clean.” Jesus stretched out his hand, touched him,
and said, I do. You are clean.” And instantly, his leprosy was cured. Then Jesus
said to him, ‘Be sure you tell no-one, but go and show yourself to the priest.
Offer the gift that Moses commanded, as proof of your healing.’

As Jesus entered Capernaum, a Roman centurion came up and implored
him, ‘Lord, my servant lies paralysed in bed at home. He’s tortured with such
pain.’ Jesus said, ‘I will come and heal him.” The centurion answered, ‘Lord, I
am not good enough for you to come into my home. But only speak the word,
and my servant, I know, will be cured. I too follow orders, and have soldiers
under me. I tell this one, “Go”, and he goes; that one, “Come here”, and he
comes; my slave, “Do this”, and he does it.” Jesus listened with astonishment,
and said to the people following him, ‘Truly I tell you, no-one have I found in
Israel with such faith as this.’

‘Many, I tell you, will come from east and west to feast with Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of Heaven. But the heirs of the kingdom will
be driven out into the darkness, where people will weep and grind their teeth
in agony.’

Then Jesus said to the centurion, ‘Go home now. Because you have believed,
so let it be.” At that very moment, the servant was healed.

Jesus then came to Peter’s house, and found Peter’s mother-in-law lying sick
in bed with a fever. He touched her hand, and the fever left her. She got up, and
began attending to his needs.

And when the evening had come, they brought to him many who were
possessed by demons. With a single word, he cast the spirits out. And all those
who were sick, he healed. So the prophecy of Isaiah was fulfilled: ‘He healed our
sicknesses and took our diseases away.’

When Jesus saw the crowds now around him, he told the disciples to cross to
the other side of the lake. A scholar of the law approached him and said,
‘Master, I will follow you wherever you may go.” Jesus replied, ‘Foxes have their
dens, the birds in the sky their nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his
head.” Another man, one of the disciples, said to him, ‘Lord, let me go and bury
my father first.” Jesus replied, ‘Follow me. Let the dead bury their own dead.’

He got into the boat, and his disciples went aboard with him. All at once, a
great storm arose on the lake, till the waves were engulfing the boat. But Jesus
stayed asleep. The disciples went and woke him, crying, ‘Save us, Lord! We're
going to drown!” He said to them, ‘Why are you so afraid? How little faith you
have.” He got up and cried to the wind and the waves to be still. And there was
a great calm. The men with him NOTE were amazed and said, ‘What kind of
man is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him.’
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When he reached the other side, in the region of the Gadarenes, there came
to meet him two men who were possessed by demons. They had emerged from
out of the tombs, and were so dangerous that no one could safely pass along
that road. They shouted out, ‘What do you want with us, Son of God? Have you
come to torture us before it’s time? Now some way off from them, there was a
large herd of pigs feeding. The demons begged him, ‘If you force us out, send us
into that herd of pigs.” He said to them, ‘Go!” The demons came out and went
into the pigs; and instantly, the whole herd rushed down the steep slope into
the lake, and drowned in the waters.

The men who had been minding them ran off and made for the town, where
they reported everything that had happened to the madmen. Then the whole
town came out to meet Jesus. And when they saw him, they implored him to
leave their district.
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Matthew ix

Jesus got into the boat and went back across the lake to his own town. Then
some men came forward, and brought before him a man lying on a stretcher
who was paralysed. Seeing the faith they had, Jesus said to the paralysed man,
‘My son, do not despair. Your sins are forgiven.” At this, some of the scholars
of the law said to themselves, ‘This man blasphemes.” But Jesus knew what was
in their minds, and said, “Why do you think such evil in your hearts? Which is
it easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven”, or “Stand up and walk”? To show you
that the Son of Man has the authority on earth to forgive sins,” - and he turned
to the paralysed man - ‘stand up, pick up your stretcher, and go back home.’
The man got up and returned home. When they saw it happen, the crowds were
awestruck, and glorified God for giving power like this to a human being.

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man sitting at his seat in the tax
office. His name was Matthew. Jesus said to him, ‘Follow me.” Matthew got up
and followed him. Later, as Jesus was eating a meal in Matthew’s house NOTE,
many tax collectors and sinners had come to sit and eat with him and his
disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, ‘Why does your
teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus heard them and said, ‘It is
not the healthy who need a doctor but the sick. Go and learn what these words
mean: “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” I did not come to call the virtuous, but
those who have sinned.’

Then some disciples of John the Baptist came to him and asked, ‘Why do we
and the Pharisees often practise fasting, but your disciples do not?’ Jesus
answered, ‘How can the bridegroom’s guests go into mourning while he is still
with them? Yet the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from
them, and then they will fast.’

‘No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old coat, for the patch will
pull away from the coat, and a worse tear is made. And no one puts new wine
into old wineskins, or the wineskins burst, the wine pours out, and the skins
are ruined. New wine is poured into new wineskins, and both are preserved.’

While he was saying these things, there came to him an official from the
synagogue. He bowed to him, and said: ‘My daughter has just died. But come
and lay your hand upon her, and she will live again.” Jesus got up and went
with him, together with his disciples. Just at that moment, there approached
him from behind a woman who had been suffering from haemorrhages for
twelve years. She touched the fringe of his cloak, thinking to herself, ‘If I can
just touch his cloak, I will be cured.” Jesus turned and saw her, and said, ‘My
daughter, have courage. Your faith has healed you.” And from that moment, the
woman was cured.

When Jesus reached the official’s house, he saw the flute players and the
wailing crowd, and said, ‘Out of here. The girl is not dead, but sleeping.” They
laughed in his face. But after the crowd had been turned out, he went into the
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room, took the girl by the hand, and she got up. News of this miracle spread
through the whole region.

As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed after him, and cried
out, ‘Have mercy on us, Son of David.” As soon as he had gone indoors, the
blind men went in to him. Jesus asked them, ‘Do you believe I have the power
to do what you want? They answered, ‘Yes, Lord, we do.” He touched their eyes
and said, ‘Because you have believed, so let it be.” And they could see again.
Jesus sternly warned them, ‘Make sure that no one learns of this.” But they went
away and spread the news about him over all the region.

As Jesus and his disciples were going out, there was brought to him a man
who was possessed by a demon, and who could not speak. But after the demon
had been cast out, the man who had been dumb began to talk. The crowd was
amazed and said, ‘Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.” But the
Pharisees said, ‘It is through the prince of devils that he casts out demons.’

So Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, preaching the good news about the kingdom, and healing every
kind of sickness and disease. The sight of the crowds moved him to pity, for
they were distressed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. He said to his
disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are too few. So ask the
owner to release more workers to gather the harvest in.’
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Matthew x

Jesus then summoned his twelve disciples, and gave them authority to drive
out unclean spirits, and to heal every kind of sickness and disease.

Now the names of the twelve apostles were, first, Simon, also known as
Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John;
Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew, the tax collector; James son of
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananean NOTE and Judas Iscariot, the
one who betrayed him.

These twelve Jesus sent out, and instructed them, ‘Do not go among the
Gentiles, and do not enter any Samaritan town. Go rather to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel. And as you go, preach the message that the kingdom of
heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, and raise the dead to life again. Make those
with leprosy clean, and drive the demons out. Give as freely as you have
received. Do not set aside gold or silver or copper to go in your belts. Take no
knapsack for the journey, no second coat, no sandals, no staff for walking.
Those who work deserve their keep.’

‘Whatever town or village you come upon, search out some worthy person
in it, and stay with them until you leave. As you enter their house, give it your
greeting. If it is welcoming, let your peace rest upon it. If it is not, let your
peace come back to you. And if anyone will not welcome you or listen to what
you say, shake the dust off your feet as you leave that house or town. Truly I
tell you, on the day of judgement it will be more bearable for Sodom and
Gomorrah than for that place.’

‘Recognise this. I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. So be as
subtle as serpents, and as innocent as doves. Be wary of people, for they will
hand you over to the courts, and flog you in their synagogues. Because of me,
you will be brought in front of governors and kings, to be my witness before
them and the Gentiles. But when you are arrested, do not be anxious about how
you should speak or what you should say. When that time comes, what you
should say will be given you. It will not be you who speaks, but the Spirit of
your Father speaking through you.’

‘Brother will betray brother to death, father betray child. Children will turn
against parents and send them to their death. You will be hated by all because
of my name. But whoever is steadfast to the end will be saved. When they
persecute you in one town, take refuge in another. Truly I tell you, you will not
have gone to all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man has come.’

‘The disciple is not greater than the teacher, nor the servant than the
master. It is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the servant like
the master. If the name for the master of the house is Beelzebub, how much
worse the name for his servants will be.’

‘So do not be afraid of anyone. Nothing has been covered up that will not be
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revealed, nothing hidden that will not be made known. What I tell you in the
dark, repeat it in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, shout it from the
house-tops. Have no fear of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
Rather, fear the one who can destroy both body and soul in hell.”

‘Are not sparrows sold for two a penny? Yet not one of them can fall to the
ground without your Father knowing. As for you, even the hairs upon your
head have all been counted. So do not be anxious. You are worth far more than
a whole flock of sparrows.’

‘Whoever, then, acknowledges me in front of others, I will also acknowledge
before my Father in heaven. Whoever disowns me, I will also disown before my
Father in heaven.’

‘Do not think I have come to bring peace to the world. I have come, not to
bring peace, but a sword. I have come to set son against father, daughter
against mother, daughter-in-law against mother-in-law. Your household will be
your enemy. Whoever loves a father or a mother more than me is not worthy of
me. Whoever loves a son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.
Whoever will not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy to be my
disciple. To try and save your life will be to lose it. To lose your life because of
me will be to find it.’

‘Whoever welcomes you, welcomes me. And whoever welcomes me,
welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet and acknowledges
them to be a prophet, will receive a prophet’s reward. Whoever welcomes one
who is righteous and acknowledges their righteousness, will receive the reward
of the righteous. And truly I tell you, whoever gives one of my little ones even a
cup of cold water, knowing he is my disciple, will not go unrewarded.’
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Matthew xi

When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on to teach
and preach in the neighbouring towns. When John, who was in prison, heard
what the Christ was doing, he sent his own disciples to ask, ‘Are you the one
who is to come, or are we to await some other?” Jesus answered and said to
them, ‘Go back and tell John what you have heard and seen. The blind can see
again, the lame can walk, and those with leprosy are healed. The deaf can hear,
the dead are raised to life, and good news is brought to the poor. And blessed
are those who find no offence in me.’

As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak about him to the
crowds around. ‘What did you go out into the desert to witness? A reed shaken
by the wind? No. Then what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft
clothes? No. Those who wear soft clothes live in kings’ palaces. So what did you
go out to see? A prophet? Yes - and I tell you, someone much more than a
prophet. John is the man about whom it has been written:

I send my messenger on ahead of you.
He will prepare your way for you.

Truly I tell you: from those born of women, there has never come a man greater
than John the Baptist. And yet the least important person in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than him.’

‘Ever since the time that John the Baptist came, people have been seeking to
force their way into the kingdom of heaven, in their passion to seize it. NOTE
The prophets and the Law foretold what was to be before John came. If you
will but accept it, John is the Elijah who is to come. If you have ears to hear,
then listen.’

‘To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in
the marketplace, shouting at each other,

“We played the flute for you, and yet you would not dance.
We sang a song of mourning, and yet you would not grieve.”

First, John comes, but he does not eat or drink. People say, ‘He is possessed.’
Then, the Son of Man comes, and he does eat and drink. People say, ‘Look! the
man’s a glutton and a drunkard, the friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet
God’s wisdom has been vindicated by what has come to pass.

Then he began to reproach the towns where most of his miracles had been
performed, because they had not turned away from sin. ‘How I weep for you,
Korazin. How I weep for you, Bethsaida. If Tyre and Sidon had witnessed the
miracles performed among you, their people would have long ago repented in
sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, on the day of judgement, it will be more
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for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And as for you, Capernaum, will you be
exalted to the skies? You will plumb the depths of hell. If Sodom had witnessed
the miracles performed among you, it would be standing to this day. But I tell
you, on the day of judgment, it will be more bearable for Sodom than for you.’

Then Jesus spoke these words: ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, that you have hidden these things from the learned and the wise, but
have revealed them to the simple. This, Father, is what found favour in your
sight.’

‘My Father has entrusted me with everything. No one knows the Son except
the Father, and no one knows the Father but the Son and those to whom the
Son wishes to reveal him.’

‘Come to me, all you who are weary and carry great burdens, and I will give
you rest. Take up my yoke, and learn from me. I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. My yoke is soft to bear, my burden
light.”
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One Sabbath at that time, Jesus was walking through some fields of wheat. His
disciples were hungry, and began to pick and eat the ears of grain. Some
Pharisees saw this and said to him, ‘Look, what your disciples are doing is not
permitted on the Sabbath.” He answered, ‘Have you not read what David did
when he and those with him were hungry? He entered the house of God and ate
the consecrated bread, which neither he nor his companions were allowed to
do, only the priests alone. Have you not read in the Law that on Sabbath days,
the priests in the temple desecrate the Sabbath and yet are deemed blameless? I
tell you, something greater than the temple is here. If you had known what the
words ‘I want mercy, not sacrifice’ meant, you would not have condemned the
innocent. The Son of Man is master of the Sabbath.’

He went on to another place and entered its synagogue. A man was there
who had a withered hand. Looking for a charge to bring against Jesus, they
asked him, ‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath? Jesus said to them, ‘Suppose
you had a single sheep that fell into a ditch on the Sabbath. Would any of you
not catch hold of it and help it out? A human being is worth far more than any
sheep. So yes, it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” Then he said to the man,
‘Stretch out your hand.’” The man stretched it out, and it was made healthy
again, just like the other. The Pharisees went away and began to plot how to
kill him.

Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from there. Many people followed him. He
healed all who were sick, but warned them not to reveal who he was, so that the
words of the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:

Here is my servant whom I have chosen,
my beloved, in whom my soul delights;

[ will lay my spirit upon him,

and he will proclaim justice to the nations.
He will not cause strife or cry aloud,

nor will his voice be heard in the streets.
He will not snap off a broken reed,

nor snuff out a dying flame,

until he leads justice on to victory.

All nations will place their hope in him.

Then they brought him a man who was blind and dumb, and possessed by a
demon. And Jesus healed him, restoring his sight and speech. The crowds
around were all amazed, and wondered, ‘Can this truly be the Son of David?
But when the Pharisees heard about it, they said, ‘It’s only through Beelzebub,
the prince of devils, that this one drives the devils out.’

He knew what was in their minds and said to them, ‘Every kingdom
divided against itself will be brought to desolation. No town or household
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divided against itself can stand. If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against
himself. How then can his kingdom stand? If it is by Beelzebub that I drive out
devils, by whom do your own followers drive them out? For this very reason,
they themselves will be your judges. But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast
out devils, you can be sure that the kingdom of God has already come to you.
How can anyone break into a strong man’s house and steal his property
without tying up the strong man first? Only then can the house be plundered.
Whoever is not with me is against me. Whoever does not gather up my flock
with me scatters it abroad.” NOTE

‘And so I say to you, mankind will be forgiven every sin and blasphemy; but
blasphemy against the Spirit will never be forgiven. Whoever speaks a word
against the Son of Man will be forgiven; but whoever speaks against the Holy
Spirit will never be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.’

‘Imagine a tree that is good; its fruit will also be good. Imagine a tree that is
rotten; its fruit will also be rotten. For it is by its fruit that you can tell a tree.
You children of serpents! How can you who are evil say anything good? The
mouth speaks from the overflowing of the heart. Good people bring out good
things from the store of goodness within; evil people, evil from the store of
wickedness within. I tell you this: on the day of judgment, everyone will have
to justify each thoughtless word that they have spoken. By your words you will
be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.’

Then some of the scholars of the law and the Pharisees said to him, ‘Teacher,
we would like to have some miraculous sign from you.” But Jesus answered
them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign. The only
sign it will be given will be the sign of the prophet Jonah. Just as Jonah was in
the belly of the sea-monster for three whole days and nights, so the Son of Man
will be three whole days and nights in the bowels of the earth. At the Day of
Judgment, the people of Nineveh will be raised up to confront this generation;
and they will condemn it. For after Jonah had preached to them, they repented.
Yet here is something greater far than Jonah. At the Day of Judgment, the
Queen of Sheba NOTE will also be raised to confront this generation; and she
will condemn it. She came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s
wisdom; yet what is here is greater far than Solomon.’

‘When an evil spirit comes out of a person, it wanders over the deserts
seeking a place to rest. But it finds none. So it says, “I will go back to the home
that I left.” When it returns, it finds the house empty, swept clean, and made
tidy. It goes off and brings back with it seven other spirits more wicked than
itself. They all come in and make it their home; and that person’s final state is
worse than at the beginning. That is how it will be with this wicked generation
also.

While he was still speaking to the crowds, his mother and brothers came
and stood outside, wanting to talk with him. Someone told him, ‘Your mother
and brothers are here outside. They want to speak to you.” Jesus turned to the
man who had brought the message, and said, ‘Who is my mother? Who are my
brothers?” He pointed to his disciples and said, ‘These are my mother and my
brothers. Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother, my
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sister, my mother.’
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That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake-side. So many
gathered round him that he had to sit out in a boat, while the crowds stood on
the shore. He told them many things in parables. ‘Listen to me. A farmer went
out to sow. As he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and
ate it up. Some fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil. It sprang
up very quickly because the soil was so shallow. But when the sun came up, it
was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away. Some seed fell
among thistles, which shot up and choked it. But some seed fell on good soil,
where it gave a crop thirty and sixty and a hundred times more. NOTE If you
have ears to hear, then listen.’

The disciples came to him and asked, ‘Why do you speak to the people in
parables?” He answered, ‘You have been allowed to know the secrets of the
kingdom of heaven; but other people have not been allowed. To those who
have, more will be given till they have an abundance. But from those who do
not have, even what they do have will be taken away. That is why I speak to
them in parables. They look, yet do not see. They listen, yet do not hear nor
understand. In them, the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled:

You may listen and listen, but will not understand.
You may look and look, but will never see.

For this people’s heart has been deadened.

With their ears, they have scarcely heard,

And they have closed their eyes.

Otherwise, their eyes would see,

Their ears would hear,

Their hearts would understand, and they would turn -
And I would heal them.

But blessed are your eyes, because they see; your ears, because they hear. Truly
I tell you, many of the prophets and the righteous have yearned to see what you
can see, yet never saw it; to hear what you can hear, yet never heard it.’
‘Understand, then, the parable of the sower. When someone hears the word
about the Kingdom but does not grasp its meaning, the devil comes and
snatches away what has been sown in the heart. This is the seed sown along the
path. The seed sown on rocky ground is someone who hears the word and
accepts it at once with joy. But it is short-lived. When trouble and persecution
arise because of the word, that person quickly falls away, because there is no
root within. The seed sown among thistles is someone who hears the word, but
the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke it, and it yields nothing. But
as for the seed that falls on good soil, this will be those who hear the word and
do understand. They will bear fruit thirty and sixty and a hundred times more.’
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Jesus offered them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like this. A
man sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy
came and sowed darnel among the wheat, and stole away. When the wheat
came up bearing grain, the darnel also appeared. The owner’s servants came
and said to him, “Master, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? So where has
it got the darnel from?” “An enemy has done this,” he replied. The servants
asked, “Do you want us then to go and pull it up?” “No,” he said. “for if you
pull the darnel up, you may uproot the wheat as well. Let both grow together
until the harvest; and at harvest-time, I will tell the reapers: collect the darnel
first, and tie it in bundles to be burned. Then gather up the wheat into my
barn.”

He put another parable to them: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard-
seed that is sown in a field. Although it is smaller than every other seed, when
it has grown it is larger than any garden herb. It becomes a tree, and the birds
of the air come and nest in its branches.’

He told them also this parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a speck of
yeast, which a woman took and mixed into three huge sackfuls of flour. Yet it
worked all through the dough.” NOTE

In all the things that he said to the crowds, Jesus spoke in parables. He did
not speak to them without using a parable. So the prophet’s words were
fulfilled:

I will open my mouth in parables.
I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world.

Then he sent the crowds away and went inside the house. His disciples came
to him and said, ‘Explain to us the parable of the darnel in the field.” He
answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the
world, and the good seed the children of the kingdom. The weeds of darnel are
the children of evil, and the enemy who sowed them, the devil. The harvest is
the end of the present age, and the reapers are the angels. Just as the darnel is
pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. The Son of
Man will send his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom all causes of
sin and all who do evil. They will be thrown into the blazing furnace, where
they will scream out in pain and grind their teeth in agony. Then the righteous
will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. If you have ears, then
listen.”

‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure that had been hidden in a field. A
man found it and hid it again, then went in sheer joy to sell all that he had to
buy the field.’

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like this. A merchant was searching for
fine pearls. When he found one that was unusually precious, he went and sold
all that he had to buy it.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that is cast into the lake and
that catches fish of every kind. When it is full, and dragged ashore, the
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fishermen sit down and collect the good fish into baskets, and throw the
worthless away. This is how it will be at the end of this age. The angels will
come and pick the wicked out from among the good, and throw them into the
blazing furnace, where they will scream out in pain and grind their teeth in
agony.’

‘Have you understood all these things?” he asked. They answered, ‘Yes, we
have.” He said to them, ‘Every scholar of the law who becomes instructed in the
kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house, who brings out of the
storeroom new treasures as well as old.’

When he had finished these parables, Jesus went away from there. He came
to his home town, and began to teach in the synagogue. People were amazed,
and asked, “‘Where does he get this wisdom from, and these miraculous powers?
Isn’t he the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his
brothers James and Joseph, Simon and Judas? Aren’t all his sisters here as well?
So where then did he get all this from?” And they held it against him. But Jesus
said to them, ‘Only in his own country and his own house is a prophet held
without honour.” And he worked few miracles there, because of their lack of
faith.
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It was at this time that Herod the tetrach began to hear about Jesus’ renown.
‘This man,” he told his court, ‘is John the Baptist, come back from the dead.
That is why there are miraculous powers at work in him.’

Now Herod had arrested John. He had put him in chains and thrown him
into prison, because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife. For John had told
him, ‘It is against the law for you to have her.” Herod wanted to put him to
death, but he was afraid of the people, in whose eyes John was a prophet.

Now at the celebrations for Herod’s birthday, Herodias’ daughter danced
before his guests, and so delighted him that he promised under oath to give her
whatever she asked. Urged on by her mother, she said, ‘Give me, here on this
dish, the head of John the Baptist.” The king was distressed; but because of his
oath in front of his guests, he ordered her request to be granted, and had John
beheaded in prison. His head was brought in on the dish and given to the girl,
who took it to her mother. Then John’s disciples came and took his body away.
They buried it, and went and told Jesus.

When he heard what had happened, Jesus left in a boat and went by himself
to a solitary place. But the crowds heard of where he was, and followed him on
foot from the neighbouring towns. As he came ashore, he saw a huge crowd. He
was profoundly moved, and healed the sick among them. As evening
approached, the disciples came up to him and said, ‘This is a remote place, and
it is already late. Send the crowds away, so that they can go into the villages
and buy themselves some food.” But Jesus said to them, ‘They do not need to be
sent away. Give them something to eat yourselves.” They answered, ‘We've
nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” ‘Bring them here to me,” he said.
Then he told the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the
two fish, he looked up to heaven, blessed them, and broke the loaves. He gave
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. All of them ate
until they were satisfied; and when the scraps that were left over were picked
up, they filled twelve large baskets. Not counting the women and children, the
men who had eaten numbered about five thousand.

Straightway, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of
him, back to the other side, while he sent the crowds away. When he had sent
them, he went up the hill-side to be on his own to pray. It grew late, and he was
there by himself. The boat had already got a great distance from the shore, and
was being buffeted by the waves, for the wind was against it. Then it was that,
during the fourth watch of the night, he came out towards them, walking
across the lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were
terrified, and in their fear cried out ‘A ghost!” But at once he spoke to them.
‘Have courage. It is me. Don’t be afraid.” Peter called to him, ‘Lord, if it’s you,
tell me to come to you across the water.” ‘Come then,” Jesus said. Peter got out
of the boat, and began to walk on the water towards him. But when he saw
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how strong was the wind, he was seized with fear. He began to sink, and cried
out, ‘Lord, save me!” Jesus at once stretched out his hand and caught hold of
him. ‘How little trust you have,” he said, ‘why did you doubt? And as they
climbed back into the boat, the wind died down. Those in the boat fell at his
feet and said, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. Recognising
Jesus, the people there sent word to all the countryside around. They brought to
him all who were sick, and begged him to let them touch just the fringe of his
cloak. All who touched it were healed.
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Then some Pharisees and scholars of the law from Jerusalem approached Jesus
and said, ‘Why do your disciples break with the old tradition? When they eat,
they do not wash their hands.” Jesus answered, ‘And why do you break God’s
commandment for the sake of your tradition? God said, “Honour your father
and mother” and “Those who speak evil of their father or mother must be put
to death.” But you say that people can tell their parents, “Whatever help you
should have received from me has been given to God instead.” So there is no
way they can honour their father and mother. For the sake of your tradition,
you nullify the word of God. What hypocrisy! How well Isaiah prophesied
about you when he said:

These people honour me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me.

They worship me in vain;

for they teach as doctrines the commandments of men.’

He called the crowd to him and said, ‘Hear this and understand it. It is not
what goes into your mouth that makes you unclean. It is what comes out of it
that causes the uncleanness.” Then the disciples came to him and said, ‘Do you
know that the Pharisees have been offended by what they have just heard you
say? He answered, ‘Any plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be
pulled up by the roots. Ignore them. They are guides who are blind. And if the
blind lead the blind, they will both fall into the pit.’

Then Peter said to him, ‘Explain the parable to us.” Jesus answered, ‘Do you
still not understand? Don’t you see that whatever enters the mouth makes its
way into the stomach, and then out of the body into the sewer? But what
comes out of the mouth comes from the heart; and it is this that makes a
person unclean. Out of the heart come evil thoughts, acts of murder and
adultery, immorality and theft, perjury and slander. These are the things that
really make a person unclean, not eating with unwashed hands.’

Then Jesus left that place and went away to the region around Tyre and
Sidon. And there came to him a Canaanite woman of that region, who started
shouting, ‘Lord, Son of David! Have pity on me. My daughter is being cruelly
tortured by an evil spirit.” But he did not answer a word. His disciples came
and urged him, ‘Send her away. She keeps on shouting after us.” He answered
her, ‘T was sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, and them alone.” But the
woman came and fell at his feet and cried out, ‘Lord, help me.” He said, ‘It is
not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” ‘Yes, lord,” she
answered, ‘but even dogs may eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’
table.” When he heard this, Jesus said to her, “‘Woman, you have great faith. Let
what you wish be done.” And from that very moment, her daughter was healed.
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After he had left that place, Jesus took the road beside the lake of Galilee
and went up to the hills. As he sat there, huge crowds flocked to him, bringing
with them the lame, the blind, the crippled, the dumb, and many others. They
laid them at his feet, and he healed them. When they saw the dumb speaking,
the crippled made well, the lame walking, and the blind regaining their sight,
the crowds were astounded. And they praised the God of Israel.

Jesus called his disciples together and said to them, ‘I am so deeply moved
by these people. They have been with me now three days, and have had nothing
to eat. I do not want to send them away hungry, or they may faint on the way.’
The disciples said to him, “‘Where in this isolated place could we find enough
bread to feed such a huge crowd? ‘How many loaves do you have? Jesus asked.
‘Seven,’ they said, ‘and a few small fish.” He told the crowd to sit down on the
ground, and took the seven loaves and the fish. After he had given thanks, he
broke them and gave them to his disciples; and they gave them to the people.
They all ate until they were satisfied. The disciples gathered up the scraps,
which were enough to fill seven baskets completely. Not counting the women
and children, the number of those who ate were four thousand. After Jesus had
sent the people home, he got into a boat and crossed to the district of Magadan.
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The Pharisees and Sadducees came up to test him, and asked him to show them
a sign from heaven. He answered, {In the evening, you say “The sky is fiery
red, so the weather will be fine.” And in the morning, you say, “The sky is red
and overcast, so it will be stormy today.” You know how to interpret the
appearance of the sky. Can you not interpret the signs of the times?] It is a
wicked and godless generation that asks for a sign. No sign will be given it
except the sign of Jonah.” He left them and went away.

The disciples reached the other side of the lake; but they had forgotten to
take any bread with them. So when Jesus said to them, “Take care. Be on your
guard against the yeast belonging to the Pharisees and Sadducees’, they
reasoned to each other that he had said this because they had brought no bread.
Knowing what was in their minds, Jesus said to them, ‘You have so little faith.
Why do you talk about having no bread? Do you still not understand? Do you
not remember the five loaves among the five thousand, and how may basketfuls
you gathered? Or the seven loaves among the four thousand, and how many
basketfuls you gathered? How can you fail to understand that I was not talking
about bread? Be on your guard, I said, against the yeast belonging to the
Pharisees and Sadducees.” Then they understood: he was not telling them to
guard against the yeast used to make bread, but against the teaching of the
Pharisees and Sadducees.

When Jesus arrived in the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is? The disciples answered, ‘Some
say John the Baptist, but others say Elijah. Still others, Jeremiah, or one of the
prophets.” ‘And you,” he asked, ‘who do you say I am? Simon Peter answered,
‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus said to him, ‘Simon son of
Jonah, you are blessed. Flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but my
Father who is in heaven. I tell you this. You are Peter; you are the rock. On this
rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall never overcome it. I will
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you forbid on earth will
be forbidden in heaven, and whatever you allow on earth will be allowed in
heaven.” NOTE Then he gave a warning to the disciples not to tell anyone that
he was the Christ.

From that time on, Jesus began to make it known to his disciples that he
must journey to Jerusalem and endure great suffering at the hands of the
elders, chief priests and scholars of the law. He must be put to death, and on
the third day be raised again. Peter took him aside and urged him not to speak
like that. ‘May God forbid it, Lord. This can never happen to you.” Jesus turned
and said to him, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle that is in my way.
Your mind is upon the things of this world, not on the things of God.’

Then he said to his disciples, ‘Whoever wants to follow me must leave self
behind, take up their cross, and come with me. Whoever wants to save their life
will lose it. Whoever loses their life for my sake will find it. For what will
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anyone gain if they win the whole world, and yet lose their own soul? What
could anyone give in exchange for their soul? For the Son of Man is destined to
come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and he will give everyone the
reward that their deeds deserve. Truly I tell you: there are some standing here
who, beyond all doubt, will see the Son of Man coming with his kingdom,
before they die.” NOTE
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Then six days passed, and Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and
led them up a high mountain where they could be alone. There before them, he
was transfigured. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as
dazzling as the light. Then, Moses and Elijah were seen, talking with him. Peter
said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here. If it is your wish, I will build
three shelters here - one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he
yet spoke, a shining cloud suddenly cast its shadow over them, and a voice
came from out of the cloud, saying, ‘This is my beloved Son. In him I take
delight. Heed his words.” When they heard this, the disciples fell to the ground,
in utter terror. But Jesus came to them. He touched them and said, ‘Stand up.
Do not be afraid.” And when they raised their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus
alone.

On their way down from the mountain, Jesus instructed them, ‘Tell no one
of this vision until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead. The disciples
asked him, ‘Why then do the scholars of the law say that Elijah must come
first?” He answered, ‘Yes, Elijah does come to restore all things. But I tell you
that Elijah has already come, yet they did not recognise him. They did with
him whatever they pleased. In the same way, the Son of Man is destined to
suffer at their hands.” Then the disciples understood that he was speaking to
them about John the Baptist.

When they came back to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt
before him. ‘Lord,” he said, ‘have pity on my son. He has seizures and is
suffering terribly. He will often fall into the fire and into water. I brought him
to your disciples, but they could not heal him.” Jesus said, ‘What a depraved
and faithless generation! How much longer can I remain with you? How much
longer must I endure you? Bring the boy here to me.” Then he spoke directly to
the demon, and it left the boy. From that moment, the child was healed.

Afterwards, the disciples came to Jesus, and asked him on their own, ‘Why
were we unable to drive it out? He replied, ‘Because you have so little faith.
Truly I tell you, have you faith no bigger than a mustard-seed, you can say to
this mountain, “Move from here to there”, and it will move. Nothing will be
impossible for you.’

They were gathering together in Galilee when Jesus said to them, “The Son
of Man will be handed over into the power of men, and they will kill him. On
the third day, he will be raised again.’ And the disciples were filled with
SOITOW.

When they arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the temple tax came up
to Peter and asked, ‘Does your teacher not pay temple tax? ‘Yes, he does,’ Peter
said. He went indoors, but before he could speak, Jesus asked him, ‘Tell me,
Simon. From whom do earthly rulers collect their tax and duties? From their
own children, or from others?’ Peter said, ‘from others.” ‘Quite,” said Jesus, ‘and
their own children are exempt. But we do not want to give offence to anyone.
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Matthew xviii

At that time, the disciples came to Jesus and asked him, ‘Who is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven?” He called a little child, and had the child stand among
them. And he said, ‘Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes as
lowly as this child will be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever
welcomes a child like this in my name, will welcome me. But whoever causes
one of these little ones who believe in me to stumble in their faith, it would be
better for them to have a great millstone hung around their neck, and to be
drowned in the depths of the sea. Piteous the world for causing that loss of
faith. Such loss will surely happen. But piteous indeed the one through whom it
comes.’

‘If your hand or your foot causes you to lose your faith, cut it off and throw
it away. It is better for you to enter life maimed or crippled, than to keep both
your hands or both your feet and be thrown into the eternal fire. And if your
eye causes you to lose your faith, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better
for you to enter life with one eye only, than to have both your eyes and be
thrown into the fire of hell.’

‘Take care you do not look down on one of these little ones. I tell you, their
guardian angels in heaven can look constantly on the face of my heavenly
Father.’

‘Let me ask you this. Suppose a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them
wanders away. Will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hillside, and go in
search of the one that has strayed? And truly I tell you, if he should find it, he
rejoices more over that single one than over the ninety-nine that did not stray.
In the same way, it is not the desire of your Father in heaven for even one of
these little children to be lost.’

‘If a fellow believer sins [against you], take them aside and, just between the
two of you, point out their fault. If they listen to you, you will have won back a
follower. But if they will not listen, take one or two others along with you, so
that the entire matter can be confirmed by the word of two or three witnesses.
If they refuse to listen to them, report it to the congregation; and if they refuse
to listen even to the congregation, then treat them just as you would a tax
collector or a pagan.’

‘Truly I tell you, whatever you forbid on earth will be forbidden in heaven.
And whatever you allow on earth will be allowed in heaven. Again, I tell you,
if two of you on earth are of one mind in all that you request, it will be granted
by my heavenly Father. For wherever two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am [ among them.’

Then Peter came up to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how often can a fellow
believer do wrong against me, and I still forgive them? Up to seven times?
Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not up to seven times, but as many as seventy times
seven. NOTE Think of the kingdom of heaven in this way. There once was a
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king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. Once he began the
settlement, there was brought in front of him one man whose debt ran into
millions. Since he was incapable of paying, the master ordered him to be sold
to meet the debt, together with his wife, his children, and everything he had.
The servant fell on his knees before him, and begged, “Be patient with me, and
I will pay back everything.” The master took such pity on him that he released
him from his debt and let him go. But no sooner had that servant left the room
than he encountered a fellow-servant who owed him a trifling amount. He
grabbed him and began to throttle him. “Pay me what you owe,” he demanded.
The fellow-servant fell to his knees and begged him, “Be patient with me, and I
will pay you back.” But he refused, and went and had the man thrown into
prison till he repaid the debt. When the other servants saw this taking place,
they were deeply distressed. They went to the master and told him all that had
happened. The master summoned the servant and said, “You shameless man.
You pleaded with me, and I released you from the whole of what you owed.
Shouldn’t you have shown your fellow-servant the same compassion that I
showed to you?” And in his anger, the master sent him to prison to face torture
till he paid back everything he owed. My heavenly Father will do the same to
you unless each of you forgive each other from your heart.’
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Matthew xix

When Jesus had finished this teaching, he left Galilee and went into the region
of Judea, on the other side of the Jordan. Vast crowds followed him, and he
healed them there.

Some Pharisees approached him. To test him, they asked, ‘Is a man allowed
to divorce his wife for any cause whatever? He answered, ‘Have you not read
that, at the beginning, God created male and female?” He went on, ‘For this
reason, a man will leave his father and mother and be made one with his wife;
and the two of them will become one flesh. So they are no longer two separate
people, but one single body. And what God has joined together, let no one tear
apart.” ‘Why then,’ they asked, ‘did Moses lay it down that a man could divorce
his wife by giving her a certificate of separation?” He answered, ‘Moses allowed
you to divorce your wives because of your hardness of heart. But it was not
like that in the beginning. I tell you, if a man divorces his wife for any other
reason than infidelity, and marries another woman, he commits adultery.’

The disciples said to him, ‘If that is how it stands between a husband and a
wife, what is the point of marrying?’ Jesus replied, ‘Not everyone can indeed
accept that course, only those to whom God has given it. For some are eunuchs,
born like that from their mother’s womb. Some are eunuchs because they have
been castrated. Some are eunuchs because they have chosen celibacy, for the
sake of the kingdom of heaven. But let those accept marriage who can.’

Then little children were brought to him so that he might lay his hands on
them and say a prayer. But the disciples tried to discourage those who had
brought them. Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me. Do not prevent
them. The kingdom of heaven belongs to them.” And he lay his hands on them,
and went his way.

Now a certain man came up to Jesus and asked, ‘Teacher, what is the good
that I must do to have eternal life?” He answered, ‘why do you ask me about
what is good? There is one only who is good. If you want to enter into life, keep
the commandments.” ‘Which are they? the man asked. Jesus answered, ‘Do not
murder. Do not commit adultery. Do not steal. Do not commit perjury. Honour
your father and mother. And love your neighbour as yourself.” ‘All these I have
kept,” the young man said, ‘where am I still failing?” Jesus answered, ‘if you
want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you shall
have treasure in heaven. Then come and follow me.” But when the young man
heard these words, he went away in sorrow, for he had great wealth.

Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it will be with great difficulty
that a rich person enters the kingdom of heaven. I tell you again, it will be
easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for one who is
wealthy to enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this, they were
completely bewildered. ‘Then who can possibly be saved? they asked. Jesus
looked at them and said, ‘For human beings, this is impossible. But for God, all
things are possible.” Peter said to him, ‘What then will there be for us? We
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have abandoned everything to follow you.” Jesus answered, ‘Truly I tell you,
when the world is made new, when the Son of Man sits on his throne of glory,
you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, and rule the twelve
tribes of Israel. NOTE All who have left brothers or sisters, or fathers or mothers
or children, or houses or land, for my sake, will be repaid a hundred times over,
and will inherit eternal life. Many who are first will be last; many who are last
will be first.’
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Matthew xx

‘The kingdom of heaven is like this. A landowner went out early one morning
to hire workers for his vineyard. After agreeing to pay them a normal day’s
wage, he sent them into his vineyard. Three hours later, he went out and saw
others standing in the marketplace, doing nothing. “Go and join the others in
the vineyard,” he told them, “and I will pay you a fair wage.” So they went
there. About noon and again three hours later, he went out and did the same
thing. An hour before sunset, he went out and found still others standing there.
He asked them, “Why have you been standing here doing nothing all day long?”
“Because no one has hired us,” they replied. He said to them, “You can go as
well and join the others in the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his foreman, “Call the workers and give them their wages.
Start with the ones hired last, and go on to the first.” The workers who were
hired an hour before sunset came, and each was paid a full day’s wage. So when
those who had been hired first came up, they expected to receive a larger sum;
but each of them, too, was paid the same wage as the others. As they took it,
they began to grumble at the landowner. “The ones you hired last have only
worked an hour,” they said, “but you’ve treated them the same as us, and we’ve
been sweating in the scorching heat all day.” But he said to one of them, “My
friend, I'm not cheating you. Didn’t you agree to work for a normal day’s pay?
Take your wages and go. It’s my choice to pay those I hired last the same as
you. Am I not allowed to do what I like with my own money? Or do you resent
my generosity?” In this way, the last will be first, and the first last.’

Jesus was going up towards Jerusalem, and on the way he took the twelve
disciples aside and said to them, ‘We are making the journey to Jerusalem,
where the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and scholars of
the law. They will condemn him to death, and will give him to the Gentiles, to
be mocked, and flogged, and crucified. But on the third day, he will be raised to
life again.’

The mother of Zebedee’s sons then approached Jesus. She had her sons with
her. She knelt before him and asked him to grant a request. ‘What is it that you
want? he asked. ‘Will you grant,” she said, ‘that in your kingdom, my two sons
here may sit beside you, one on your right, the other on your left?” But Jesus
answered, ‘You do not know what you ask. Can you drink from the cup that I
am soon to drink? ‘We can,” they replied. He said to them, ‘You shall indeed
drink from my cup. But to sit on my right or left is not for me to grant. These
places belong to those whom my Father has chosen.’

When the other ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two
brothers. But Jesus called them all together and said, ‘You know that the rulers
among the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials act like tyrants. It
will not be so with you. Whoever among you wishes to be great must first
become your servant. Whoever among you wishes to be a leader must first
become your slave. The same is true of the Son of Man, who did not come to be
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served, but to serve, and to give up his life as a ransom for many.’

As they were leaving Jericho, a huge crowd followed him. Sitting by the
roadside, there were two blind men. When they heard that Jesus was passing
by, they cried out, ‘Have pity on us, [Lord], Son of David.” The people told
them sharply to be quiet. But they cried out all the more, ‘Have pity on us,
Lord, Son of David.’ Jesus stopped and called them to him. “‘What do you want
me to do for you? he asked. ‘Lord,” they said, ‘we want to see again.” Moved
with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes. At once, their sight came back. And
they followed him.

85




Mt 21

Kal 81e fiyyoav gic Tepoodhvua #ol AABov eic BnOpayi) ic 10 “Opoc tév
"Elatdv, téte Tnoodg dméotethey dUo nadntog 2 Aéywv attoic, [Topeveobe ig
MV ®AOUNV TV RATEVOVTL VU@V, ®ol V0Emg evpnoete Gvov Oedeuévny %ol
OOV UET. VTS MIoaVTES AYAYETE poL. 3 xall €4V TIg VUV €imty TL, £0€TTE OTL
‘O nipLog adtdv yoelov Exer e0OVg 08 amootelel avtove 4 Totto &t yéyovev
va tinowbf 10 OMBEV S Tov mEoRTtov Aéyoviog, 5 Eilmate t) Ovyotol
Sudv, T80b 6 Baocihetc cov Epyetal ool, mpoiic ®ol EmBePNrig Eml Evov, Kol
gmi mdAov viov vmolvylov. 6 mopevBEvieg O ol nabntol xol TOLoAVTES
®noBmhg ovvétagev avtoigc 6 ‘Incovtg 7 fyayov v Gvov xol TOV TMOAOV, %ol
EnEOMuay €. avTOV T A TIoL, ROl EmErAOLOEY Emdvm adt®dVv. 8 6 &t TAETOTOC
dyhog €otpmoay Eavtdv T ldTio év Tf 00¢), dAlol &t Exomtov xAddovg &md
MV OEVORWV ®al E0ToMVVVOYV €V T 6d®. 9 ol Ot ByAoL ol mEodyovTtes aVTOV
nol ol  GroAovBodvteg &xpalov Aéyovieg, Qoavva T Vi  Aovid
Evloynuévog 6 éoyduevog év ovdpatt rugiov ‘Qoavva €v tolg Vyiotois. 10
nol gioeh0ovtog adtot eic Tepoodlvuoa €oeiobn oo 1 wolic Aéyovoa, Tig
gotv ovtog; 11 ol &t 8yhot &heyov, ODT6c doTv 6 mEogNTNE Incodc 6 &md
Noatoptd i Talhaioc 12 Kal giofhbev Inoodg eic 10 iepdv, xoi ¢EERalev
TAVTOC TOVC TWAOVVTAS ROl AYORALovTag €V T 1EQd, Rl TUS TOAUTECOS TV
ROMUPBLOTOV RATEGTEEYPEV KAl TS RADEDQAS TV TOAOVVIWYV TUEC TEQLOTEQAG,
13 »oll Aéyel antoic, T'éyoamtal, ‘O oindc POV 0iroc TEOOoEVYiic ®AnOfoeTal,
Vueic 68 avToV moLETte omnhatov Anotdv. 14 Kal mpoofilbov adtd Tugplol ®al
xwAot &v 1 ied, ®ol £0gpdmevoey avtove. 15 iddvteg 8¢ ol dpyLeQElS ®al O
YOOUUALTETS T0 Bavpudolo & €moinoev val Tovg Taidog Tovg ®pdloviag &v T
ieo® 1ol Aéyovrag, ‘Qoavva 16 vid Aavid, yovéxrtnoav 16 xal elmay ovTd,
Anovelc T( ovToL Aéyovory; 6 8t “Incotic Aéyel avtolc, Nai o0démote véyvmte
8t1Ex otéuatoc vnmiov xol Onhaléviwv xatmotion oivov; 17 Kal
rotolTmv adtovs EENAOeY EEm The molewe eic BnBaviav, xot noliodn éxel.
18 TTowi 8t &mavaymv eic thv oA Erelvaoev. 19 zal dhv ovxiv ulav &mi
Tiic 680D YAOeV &m. adTHV, nol 0DdEV VeV &V adTh &l u) PUAAG uévov, xal
Aéyer avth, MnxétL éx 00D %oQEmOC YEVNTAL €l TOV aidva. »ol €Enpdvon
mopayofua 1 ovxf). 20 xoil iddvieg ol poadntoi é0avpuacav Aéyovtes, IIhg
mopayofua £Enodvon 1 ovxiy; 21 dmoxodsic 8t 6 Inootc eimev avTolc, AV
Aym vutv, éav Emre mioty xoal wi) dioxoldijte, o0 uévov 10 THS OURIC
ToLoeTe, AAAOL xAV TG BGpel tovTw elmnte, AeONTL %ol PANONTL €ig THV
0dhoooav, yevioetar 22 xol mavia 6oo Ov oitionte €v T TEOOEVYH
motevovteg Muypeobe. 23 Kot éMBGvtog adtod €ig 10 1epov meooiilbov avtd
dddonovtL ol Gy Lepels ral ol meeofutepol ToY Aaot Aéyovteg, "Ev moiq
¢Eovoia tatta molels »al tic ool Edwxrev v €Eovolay Tavtnv; 24 dmwoxpBelg
8t 6 “Inootc eimev avtoic, ‘Eootiom tudc #éyw Aéyov &va, dv &uv elmnté pot
®néyd Vuiv ¢od €v moig éEovoia Tavta mwoud 25 10 Pfdmtiona 10 Twdvvou
n60ev Tv; €€ oDpavo i £€ dvBodmmy; ol 8t SiehoyiCovTo &v EavToic AéyovTeg,
Bav eimouev, 'EE odoavoD, éoel fuiv, A Tl oOv odx &mioTeVoUTE 0OTEH;

86

Matthew xxi

As they approached Jerusalem, and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives,
Jesus sent on two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go to the village over there.
Straightway, you’ll find an ass tied up, with her foal beside her. Untie them and
bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, tell them that the Master has
need of them, and they will at once let you have them.” All this was to fulfil the
words of the prophet:

Tell the daughter of Zion,

“See. Your king comes to you,
humble, and riding on an ass,

on a colt, the foal of an ass.”

The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed. They brought the ass and
her foal, put their cloaks upon them, and Jesus took his place. Great crowds of
people spread their cloaks upon the road, and others cut branches from the
trees and laid them in his path. The crowds that went ahead of him, and those
that came behind, shouted out:

Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heavens!

As he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in a tumult. “‘Who is this?’ the
people asked. The crowd around Jesus answered, ‘This is the prophet Jesus,
from Nazareth in Galilee.’

Then Jesus went into the temple precinct, and drove out all who were
buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money-changers and
the benches of those selling doves. He said to them, ‘It is written, “My house
shall be called a house of prayer.” But you are making it a robbers’ den.’

The blind and crippled came to him in the temple, and he healed them. But
when the chief priests and the scholars of the law saw the marvellous things he
did, and heard the children shouting in the temple, ‘Hosanna to the Son of
Davidl’, they were indignant. ‘Do you hear,” they asked him, ‘what these
children are shouting? Jesus answered, ‘Yes, I do. Have you never read the
words, “You have made children and babies at the breast shout praises from
their lips”? Then he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he
passed the night.

Early next morning, as he was on his way back to the city, he began to feel
hungry. Seeing a fig tree by the side of the road, he went up to it, yet found
nothing on it but leaves. He said to it, ‘May you never bear fruit again.’
Instantly, the fig-tree withered away. The disciples were amazed at the sight.
‘How could the fig-tree wither so suddenly?” they asked. He answered, ‘Truly I
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tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only will you be able to do
what was done to this fig-tree, but you could say to this mountain, “Go and
hurl yourself into the sea”, and it would do so. If you have faith, whatever
things you ask for in prayer, you will receive.’

After he had returned to the temple precincts, the chief priests and the
elders of the people came up to him as he was teaching, and asked, ‘By what
authority are you acting as you do? Who gave you this authority? Jesus
replied, ‘I also have a question to ask. Answer it, and I will tell you by what
authority I act. Who gave John authority to baptise? Was it God, or a human
being? They fell to arguing among themselves, ‘If we say, “God”, he’ll ask us,
“Why then did you not believe him?” But if we say, “A human being”, we will
have cause to fear the people, for they all take John to have been a prophet.” So
they answered, “‘We do not know.” And Jesus said, ‘Then neither will I tell you
by what authority I act.’

‘Give your opinion on this. A man had two sons. He went to the first and
said, “Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” “I don’t want to,” the son
replied. But afterwards he changed his mind, and went. The father went to the
other son and asked the same thing of him. He replied, “Certainly, father.” But
he did not go. Which of the two did what his father wanted? ‘The first,” they
answered. Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, tax-collectors and prostitutes are
coming to the kingdom of heaven ahead of you. John came to you — an
example of a righteous life — and you did not believe him. The tax-collectors
and prostitutes did. But even when you saw this, you did not change your
minds and believe in him.’

‘I have another parable for you to hear. There was a landowner who planted
a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watch-
tower. Then he leased it to some tenant farmers, and went on a distant journey.
When harvest time came near, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his
share of the crop. But the tenants seized his servants. One they beat, another
they killed, and a third they stoned. So he sent other servants to them, and a
larger number than before. But they treated them in the same way. Finally, he
sent to them his son. “They will respect my son,” he said. But when they saw
the son, the tenants said to one another, “This one is the heir. Come, let’s kill
him and we’ll get his inheritance.” Seizing hold of him, they forced him out of
the vineyard, and murdered him.’

‘When the owner of the vineyard returns, what will he do to those tenants?’
The chief priests and elders replied, “They were evil, so he will bring them to a
violent end. He’ll lease the vineyard out to other tenants, who will give him his
produce at harvest time.” Then Jesus asked them, ‘Did you never read in the
scriptures:

89




90

The very stone rejected by the builders
has now become the cornerstone.

It is the Lord who has done this thing,
and it is marvellous in our eyes.

And so I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a
people that can bring its harvest forth.” [Whoever falls upon this stone will be
dashed to pieces; and whoever it falls upon will be crushed.]

When the chief priests and Pharisees heard these parables, they knew he was
talking about them, and looked for a way to arrest him. But they were afraid of
the crowds, because the people looked upon him as a prophet.
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Matthew xxii

Once more, Jesus spoke to them in parables: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like
this. A king had prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants
out to call the guests he had invited to the banquet; but they refused to come.
So he sent out other servants and said, “Tell those I have invited that the feast
is all prepared. My oxen and my fatted calves have been slaughtered, and
everything is ready. Come to the banquet at once.” But they paid no attention,
and took themselves off — one to his farm, another to his business. The rest of
them seized the servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. The king
was outraged. He sent out his troops, destroyed the murderers, and burned
their city down. Then he said to his servants, “The wedding feast is ready, but
those I invited did not deserve it. Go and scour the streets, and invite to the
wedding feast anyone you find.” The servants went out into the streets, and
gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad alike, and the
wedding hall was filled with guests.’

‘But when the king came in to survey his guests, he noticed one man there
who was not properly dressed for a wedding. “My friend,” said the king, “how
do you come to be here not properly dressed?” The man was lost for an answer.
The king said to his attendants, “Tie him hand and foot, and throw him out
into the dark, the place of wailing and grinding of teeth.” For though many are
invited, few are chosen.’

The Pharisees then went away and laid plans how to trap him in argument.
They sent their disciples to him, together with some of Herod’s supporters.
They said to him, ‘Teacher, we know that you’re an honest man, and teach the
way of God in accordance with the truth. No-one can impress you, because
you’re not concerned with their rank. So give us now your thoughts on this: is
it lawful to pay the poll-tax to Caesar, or not? But Jesus, aware of their
malicious intent, said, “You hypocrites! Why do you try to trap me? Show me
the coin used to pay the tax.” They handed him a denarius. He asked them,
‘Whose image is this? And whose inscription? ‘Caesar’s,” they replied. He said
to them, ‘Then give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and what is God’s to God.”
When they heard this answer, they were astonished, and they went and left him
alone.

The same day, some Sadducees, who claim there is no resurrection, came to
him with a question. ‘Teacher, Moses told us that if a man dies without
children, his brother must marry the widow, and father the children for him.
Now once, we heard tell of seven brothers. The first married and died and,
since he had no children, his wife was left to his brother. The same thing
happened to the second brother, and to the third, right down to the seventh.
Finally, the woman herself died. Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife of
the seven will she be, since all of them had had her as their wife? Jesus
answered, ‘You are mistaken, because you know neither the scriptures nor the
power of God. At the resurrection, people will neither marry nor be given in
marriage. They will be like the angels in heaven. As for the resurrection of the
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dead, have you never read what God has said to you, “I am the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”? He is the God, not of the
dead, but of the living.” The crowds heard what he said, and were astonished at
his teaching.

When they heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees met
together. One of them, [an expert in the law], tested him with a question:
‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law? Jesus replied, “Love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
mind.” That is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it,
“Love your neighbour as yourself.” On these two commandments, everything in
the Law and the prophets depends.’

While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, ‘What is your
understanding of the Christ? Whose son is he?” ‘The son of David,” they replied.
He said to them, ‘How is it then that David, speaking through the Spirit, calls
him “Lord”? For he says,

The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand
until I set your enemies
beneath your feet.”

If David calls him “Lord”, how can he be his son? No one could give him an
answer; and from that day forward, no one dare ask him another question.
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Mt 23
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Matthew xxiii

Jesus then spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, ‘The scholars of the law and
the Pharisees have taken their place upon the seat of Moses. NOTE So do
whatever they tell you, and keep to it. But do not act as they do, for they do not
practice what they preach. They create intolerable burdens and pile them on
the shoulders of other people, but they will not lift a finger to lighten the load.
Everything they do is done for show. Their phylacteries are the widest, and
their tassels the longest. They love to have the place of honour at banquets and
the most prominent seats in the synagogues. They love to be greeted with
respect in the marketplace, and for people to call them “Rabbi”.’

‘But you are not to be addressed as “Rabbi”, for you have only one Master,
and you are all brothers. And you are not to call anyone on earth “father”, for
you have one Father alone, and he is in heaven. Nor are you to be called
“teacher”, for you have one Teacher alone, the Christ. The greatest among you
will be your servant. If you exalt yourself you will be humbled; if you are
humble you will be exalted.’

“You scholars of the law and Pharisees, may you be cursed, you hypocrites!
You shut the door to the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. But you don’t go
in yourselves, and when others try to enter, you stop them.’

“You scholars of the law and Pharisees, may you be cursed, you hypocrites!
You travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and then you make that
convert twice as much a child of hell as you yourselves.’

‘May you be cursed, you guides who yet are blind. You say, “If anyone
swears by the temple, it means nothing. But if anyone swears by the gold in the
temple, the oath is binding.” You blind fools! Which is greater, the gold, or the
temple that sanctifies the gold? And then you say, “If anyone swears by the
altar, it means nothing. But if anyone swears by the offering upon the altar, the
oath is binding.” How blind you are! Which is greater, the offering, or the altar
that sanctifies the offering? So whoever swears by the altar swears by it and
everything upon it. Whoever swears by the temple swears by it and by him who
has his dwelling there. And whoever swears by heaven swears by God’s throne
and by him who is seated there.’

“You scholars of the law and Pharisees, may you be cursed, you hypocrites!
You pay tithes of mint and dill and cumin. But the deeper matters of the law
you have neglected - justice, mercy, trust. It is these you should have practised,
without neglecting the others. You blind guides! You will strain out a gnat yet
swallow a camel’

“You scholars of the law and Pharisees, may you be cursed, you hypocrites!
You clean the outside of the cup and the dish, but the inside is left full of greed
and self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup, and
then the outside also will be clean.’
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“You scholars of the law and Pharisees, may you be cursed, you hypocrites!
You are like whitewashed tombs. They look beautiful on the outside, but inside
are full of dead people’s bones and every kind of filth. And so it is with you.
Outwardly, you seem like good and honest men. Inside, you’re full of hypocrisy
and sin.’

“You scholars of the law and Pharisees, may you be cursed, you hypocrites!
You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the monuments of saints. And
you say, “If we had been alive in our ancestors’ time, we would have had no
part in the murder of the prophets.” But your very words bear witness that you
are descendants of those who did murder the prophets. So why not finish what
your fathers started?

“You poisonous brood, you snakes. How can you escape hell’s judgment? I
shall send you prophets, wise men, and interpreters of scripture. NOTE Some
you will put to death. Some you will crucify. Others you will have flogged in
your synagogues, and from city to city you will hunt them down. And so, on
you will fall the guilt for all the innocent blood shed upon earth, from the blood
of innocent Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berachiah, whom you
murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. Truly I tell you, all these things
will come upon this generation.’

‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem. You kill the prophets and stone those sent to you to
death. How often have I longed to gather in your children, as a hen gathers her
chicks under her wings. But you would not let me. Look, there is your temple,
left desolate. I tell you, you will never see me again until you say, “Blessed is
the one who comes in the name of the Lord.”
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Matthew xxiv

As Jesus was leaving the temple, his disciples approached him, and pointed
admiringly to the temple buildings. ‘You see all this,” he said to them. ‘But truly
I tell you, not a single stone here will be left upon another. Nothing will escape
destruction.’

Jesus had sat down on the Mount of Olives when his disciples came up to
him. Now that they were all together, they asked him, ‘Tell us. When will these
things be? What will be the sign of your coming, and of the end of the age?
Jesus answered, ‘Take care that no one misleads you. For many will come,
claiming my name and saying, “I am the Christ.” And they will deceive many.
You will hear of wars and rumours of wars, but see that you are not alarmed.
These things must happen; but the end is yet to come. Nation will fight against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes
in country after country. These things will be the birth-pangs of the new age.”

‘They will hand you over to be tortured, and will put you to death. You will
be despised by people from all nations because of me. Many of you will be led
into sin, and will betray and hate one another. A host of false prophets will
appear, and many people will be deceived. As evil spreads, people’s love for
one another will grow cold. But whoever is steadfast to the end will be saved.
And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the world as a
testimony to all the nations. And then the end will come.

‘So when you see standing in the holy place “the abomination that brings
desolation”, of which the prophet Daniel spoke (may the reader understand),
then those in Judea must seek refuge in the hills. If a man is on the roof, he
must not go down to fetch belongings from his house. If a man is in the fields,
he must not turn back for his coat. What sorrow for those women who are with
child, or who feed from the breast at that time! Pray that you do not have to
escape in winter, or on the Sabbath. For there will be such great distress as has
never been from the beginning of the world till now - and will never be again.
If those days were not cut short, no living thing could survive. But for the sake
of God’s chosen ones, those days will be shortened.’

‘So if anyone should say to you, “Look, the Christ is here”, or “Look, the
Christ is there”, do not believe it. False Christs and false prophets will appear,
and they will produce great signs and wonders to deceive, if they can, even
God’s chosen ones. And so, I have forewarned you. If they tell you, “He is there,
out in the wilderness,” do not go there. Or “He is here, in a secret room,” do not
believe it. Just as lightning that comes from the east flashes as far as the west,
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Wherever the carcass is, there will the
vultures be gathered.’

‘Immediately after the suffering of those days,
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The sun will be darkened

and the moon will not give off her light.

The stars will fall from the sky,

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the heavens, and all the
nations of the earth will greatly mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming
on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. With a mighty trumpet
blast, he will send out his angels, and they will gather the ones he has chosen
from the four winds, and from one end of the heavens to the other.’

‘Learn this lesson from the fig-tree. As soon as its branches soften and break
into leaf, you know that summer is near. So in the same way, when you see all
these things, you will know that he is near, at your very door. Truly I tell you,
this present generation will not pass away, until all these things have taken
place. Heaven and earth will pass away; but my words will never pass away.’

‘No one knows the day or hour, not the angels in heaven, not even the Son;
only the Father alone. As it was in the days of Noah, so will it be when the Son
of Man comes. In those days before the flood, people were eating and drinking,
marrying husbands, marrying wives, up to the very day that Noah went into
the ark. They suspected nothing until the flood came and swept them all away.
So will it be when the Son of Man comes. Two men will be in the field; one will
be gathered up, the other left behind. Two women will be grinding corn; one
will be gathered up, the other left behind.’

‘So keep watch; you do not know the day on which your Lord will come. But
be certain of this: if the owner of the house had known at what time of night
the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and not have let his house
be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man will come at the
hour you least expect him.’

‘Who, then, might the wise and faithful servant be, charged by his master to
give other servants their food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant when
the master arrives and finds him doing his work. Truly I tell you, the master
will put him in charge of all that he owns. But if that servant is evil and says to
himself, “My master is away a long time”, and takes to beating his fellow
servants, and to eating and drinking with his drunken friends, then the master
will come on a day that servant does not expect, at an hour he does not know.
The master will cut him to pieces, and send him to his fate with the hypocrites,
where they scream out in pain and grind their teeth in agony.
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‘When that day comes, the kingdom of heaven will be like this. There were ten
girls who were bridesmaids. They took their lamps and went out to meet the
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. Those who were
foolish took their lamps but took no oil with them. But those who were wise
took flasks of oil together with their lamps. As the bridegroom was late in
coming, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. But at midnight, a cry went up,
“Look! The bridegroom’s here! Come out to meet him!” The bridesmaids got up,
and all of them trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, “Give us
some of your oil; our lamps are going out.” But the wise ones replied, “There
may not be enough for us as well as you. Go and find the people who sell it, and
buy some for yourselves.” But while they were gone to buy the oil, the
bridegroom arrived. Those who were ready went in with him to the wedding
feast; and the door was shut. After a while, the other bridesmaids returned.
“Lord, lord,” they cried, “open the door to us.” But he answered, “I tell you
truly, I do not know you.” And so keep watch. You never know the day or
hour.’

It will be just like a man who was going on a journey. He called his
servants and entrusted them with his personal wealth. To one he gave five
thousand coins, to another two thousand, and to a third, one thousand, to each
as he thought them able. Then he went on his journey. As soon as he had gone,
the man who had been given five thousand coins went out and put the money
to work. He made five thousand more. Likewise, the one who had been given
two thousand coins gained two thousand more. But the man who had been
given one thousand went off and dug a hole in the ground, where he hid his
master’s money. After a long time, the master of the servants returned, and
proceeded to settle accounts with them. The one who had been given five
thousand coins presented the other five that he had made, “Master, you
entrusted me with five thousand coins. Look, I have made for you five
thousand more.” His master replied, “Well done. You are a good and faithful
servant. You have been trustworthy in small affairs. I will put you in charge of
greater things. Come and share your master’s happiness.” The man who had
been given two thousand coins then came and said, “Master, you entrusted me
with two thousand coins. Look, I have made for you two thousand more.” His
master replied, “Well done. You are a good and faithful servant. You have been
trustworthy in small affairs. I will put you in charge of greater things. Come
and share your master’s happiness.” Then the one who had been given one
thousand coins came forward, and said, “Master, I knew you were a hard man.
You harvest what you haven’t sown. You gather where you haven’t scattered
seed. And so I was afraid. I went and hid your thousand coins in the ground.
Here they are - you have back what belongs to you.” But his master replied,
“You lazy, worthless servant! So you knew I harvested what I hadn’t sown, and
gathered where I hadn’t scattered seed. Then you should have put my money in
a bank, so that when I returned, I received it back with interest. Take his
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thousand coins, and give them to the one who has ten thousand. For all who
have will be given more, until they have an abundance. But from those who
have nothing, even what they have will be taken from them. Throw this
worthless servant out into the dark, where people scream in pain and grind
their teeth in agony.’

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he
will sit in radiance on his throne. All the nations will be gathered there before
him, and he will separate people from each other, as a shepherd separates his
sheep from his goats. He will set the sheep on his right hand, and the goats on
his left. Then the king will say to those on his right, “Come, you who are
blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom made ready for you since the
creation of the world. I was hungry, and you gave me food. I was thirsty, and
you gave me drink. I was a stranger, and you welcomed me. I was naked, and
you gave me clothes. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you
came to visit me.”

‘Then the righteous will ask, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed
you, or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and
welcome you, or naked and give you clothes? When did we see you sick or in
prison, and come to visit you?” And the king will answer, “Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for the least of my people, you did it for me.”

‘Then he will say to those on his left, “Out of my sight! You are cursed to the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. I was hungry, and you gave
me no food. I was thirsty, and you gave me no drink. I was a stranger, and you
did not welcome me. I was naked, and you gave me no clothes. I was sick and
in prison, and you did not visit me.” And they too will ask, “Lord, when did we
see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and give
you no help?” And he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did not
do for the least of my subjects, you did not do for me.” And these will go to
everlasting punishment, but the righteous to everlasting life.’
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Jesus now brought his teaching to an end, and said to his disciples, “You know
that in two days’ time it will be Passover. It is when the Son of Man will be
handed over to be crucified.’

At that time, the chief priests and leaders of the people had gathered in the
palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas. They began to plot how to
arrest Jesus by stealth, and put him to death. ‘But not on the feast day,” some
said, ‘or there could be rioting among the people.’

Jesus was in Bethany, at the home of Simon, a man with leprosy. A woman
came up to him with a jar of alabaster that held very costly perfume. As he sat
there at the table, she began to pour it upon his head. When the disciples saw
this, they were indignant. ‘Why this waste?’ they asked. ‘It could have been sold
for a huge amount, and the money given to the poor.” Aware of this, Jesus said
to them, ‘Why upset this woman? What she has done for me is something
beautiful. The poor you will have among you always, but you will not always
have me. When she poured this perfume upon my body, she did it to prepare
me for my burial. Truly I tell you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed
throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.’

Then one of the twelve, the man called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief
priests and said, ‘How much is it worth for me to hand him over to you? They
agreed a price of thirty silver coins. From that moment, he began to watch for
the opportunity to betray him.

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and said,
‘Where should we make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” He answered,
‘Go to this man in the city and tell him, “The Master says, ‘My appointed time
is near. I will celebrate the Passover at your house with my disciples’” The
disciples did as Jesus had instructed them, and prepared for the Passover.

When it was evening, Jesus sat down at table with the twelve. While they
were eating, he said, ‘Truly I tell you, one of you here will betray me.” In great
distress, each of them began to ask him, ‘Lord, surely it isn’t me?” But he
answered, ‘One of you NOTE who has dipped his hand in the bowl with me will
betray me. The Son of Man is following the path that the scriptures have
foretold. But cursed that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed. It would be
better for that man if he had never been born.” Then Judas, the one who would
betray him, asked, ‘Rabbi, it surely isn’t me?’ Jesus replied, ‘It is you who have
asked’.

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it, he broke it
and gave to his disciples, saying, ‘Take and eat; this is my body.” And taking a
cup, he gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, ‘Each of you, drink from it.
This is my blood, the blood of the covenant, which is shed for many that their
sins may be forgiven. I say to you, I shall not drink again from the fruit of the
vine until that day when I drink with you from the new vine in my Father’s
kingdom.
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After they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. There
Jesus said to them, ‘This very night, all of you will stumble in your faith
because of me. Is it not written,

I will strike the shepherd down,
and the sheep of his flock will be scattered?

But after I have risen from the dead, I will go before you into Galilee.” Peter
said, ‘Even if all should stumble in their faith because of you, I will never.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I tell you, this very night before the cock crows, you
will deny me three times.” Peter said, ‘Even if I have to die with you, I will
never deny you.” And all the disciples said the same.

Jesus now came with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and said to
them, ‘Sit here while I go away to pray.” But he took with him Peter and the
two sons of Zebedee.

And in the anguish and desolation that overcame him now, he said to them,
‘My soul is broken with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch
with me.” He went on a little, and fell on his knees in prayer, ‘My Father, if it is
possible, let this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” And
he came back to the disciples and found them sleeping. He said to Peter, ‘So did
you not then have the strength to keep watch with me a single hour? Keep
watch and pray, lest you fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh
is weak.

A second time, he went away and prayed, ‘My Father, if this cup cannot be
taken from me unless I drink it, let your will be done.” He came back and again
found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. He left them, and went away
once more, and prayed the same prayer a third time. Then he returned to the
disciples and said to them, ‘Sleep on now and take your rest. See, it is almost
time, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. So come, wake
up. Let us go. Look, my betrayer is here.’

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, approached. And with
him came a large crowd armed with clubs and swords, who had been sent by
the chief priests and elders of the people. Jesus’ betrayer had given them a
signal, ‘The man I kiss,” he said, ‘he is the one. Seize him.” Straightway, he went
up to Jesus and said, ‘Rabbi, I greet you.” And he kissed him fervently. NOTE
Jesus said to him, ‘My friend, do what you have come for.’

Then they all advanced upon Jesus, seized him and held him fast. But one of
those with him reached for his sword, and drew it. Striking at the high priest’s
servant, he cut off his ear. Jesus commanded him, ‘Put your sword back in its
sheath. For all those who take up the sword will die by the sword. Do you
imagine I could not call upon my Father, and that he would not at once send
more than twelve legions of angels to my aid? But how then would the
scriptures be fulfilled which say that this is the way it must be?
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Then Jesus addressed the crowd, ‘Am I some common thief, that you come
with clubs and swords to arrest me? Day after day, I sat teaching in the temple,
and you did not lay your hands on me. But all this has happened that the
writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then the disciples all deserted him
and fled.

The men who had arrested Jesus led him away to the house of Caiaphas the
high priest, where the scholars of the law and the elders had gathered. But Peter
followed him at a distance, as far as the high priest’s courtyard. He went inside
and sat down among the servants, to be there at the end.

The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin sought to fabricate a charge
against Jesus, so that they could put him to death. But though many came
forward with false evidence, they could not find one. Finally two men came
forward and claimed that Jesus had said, ‘I can destroy the temple of God and
build it again in three days.” Caiaphas rose and addressed Jesus, ‘Have you no
answer to what these men accuse you of?” But Jesus was silent. The high priest
said to him, ‘In the name of the living God, I put you under oath to tell us if
you are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus answered, ‘The words are yours. And
I tell you, in a little while, you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand
of the Almighty, coming upon the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore
his clothes and cried, ‘This is blasphemy! Why do we need further witnesses?
You’ve now heard him blaspheming. What must your verdict be? They
answered, ‘Death. He’s guilty.” Some then spat in his face and struck him with
their fists. Others beat him, and jeered, ‘So give us a prophecy, O Christ. Which
of us just hit you?

All this time, Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant girl came
up to him and said, “You were with Jesus of Galilee as well.” But he denied it in
front of everyone, and said, ‘I don’t know what you’re talking about.” He went
out to the gateway, but there another girl saw him and said to those about her,
‘This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” He denied it again and swore, ‘I don’t
know the man.” After a little while, those who had been standing around came
up to him and said, ‘Surely you’re one of them as well. You can tell that from
the way you speak.” Then Peter began to curse and swear, ‘I don’t know the
man.’

Immediately, the cock crew. And Peter remembered the words of Jesus,
‘Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went outside,
and wept bitterly.
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Matthew xxvii

When it had grown light, all the chief priests and elders of the people met, and
resolved how to have Jesus put to death. They tied his hands, led him away, and
handed him over to Pilate, the governor.

When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus had been condemned, he was filled
with remorse. He brought the thirty silver coins back to the chief priests and
elders, and said, ‘I have sinned. I have betrayed innocent blood.” They replied,
‘What’s that to us? That’s your affair.” Judas flung the coins down in the temple
and left. He went away, and hanged himself.

The chief priests picked up the coins and said, ‘It is against the law to put
this in the temple treasury. It is money paid for blood.” So they agreed to use it
to buy the Potter’s Field, as a burial place for foreigners. That is why that field
is known, to this day, as the Field of Blood. The words of the prophet Jeremiah
were then fulfilled, “They took the thirty silver coins, the price put on him
some of the children of Israel, and used them to buy the field of the potter. So
the Lord told me.

Jesus now stood before Pilate. The governor asked him, ‘Are you the king of
the Jews? Jesus answered, ‘The words are yours.” But when he was accused by
the chief priests and the elders, he made no reply. Then Pilate said to him, ‘Do
you not hear how much evidence they bring against you? But Jesus did not
answer, not even to a single charge. NOTE And Pilate was astounded.

Now it was the governor’s custom, during the festival, to release to the
people one prisoner of their choice. At that time, there was a notorious
prisoner called [Jesus] Barabbas. So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked
them, ‘Which of them do you want me to set free for you? [Jesus] Barabbas, or
Jesus the one they call Christ?” For he knew that it was out of malice that Jesus
had been brought before him. But while he was sitting in judgment, his wife
sent word to him, ‘Have nothing to do with that innocent man. I have had a
dream about him, and have suffered much distress today because of him.” But
the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas, and
demand the death of Jesus. Again, Pilate said to them, ‘Which of the two do you
want me to set free for you? They shouted, ‘Barabbas!’ Pilate said to them,
‘What then shall I do with Jesus, the one they call Christ? They all cried out,
‘Crucify him! ‘But what crime has he committed?’, Pilate asked. They screamed
back, ‘Crucify him!

When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, rather that a riot was
beginning, he took some water and washed his hands in full view of the crowd.
‘T am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “You are responsible.” The whole
crowd gathered there cried, ‘Then his blood be on us and our children.” So
Pilate released Barabbas, and after having Jesus flogged, he handed him over to
be crucified.

Pilate’s soldiers then led Jesus into the governor’s palace, and there they
gathered the whole company around him. They stripped him of his clothes and
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put a scarlet cloak about him. Twisting together a crown of thorns, they set it
on his head, and stuck a piece of cane in his right hand. Then they fell on their
knees before him and jeered, ‘Hail, king of the Jews!” They spat at him, and
taking the cane back, beat him about the head. When they had finished their
mockery, they took off the cloak and put his own clothes back on him. Then
they led him away to be crucified.

As they were leaving the city, they came upon a man from Cyrene whose
name was Simon, and forced him to carry Jesus’ cross. They came to a place
called Golgotha, which means The Place of the Skull; and there they gave him a
drink of wine mixed with gall. But when he tasted it, he would not drink. After
they had finished crucifying him, they divided up his clothes by casting lots,
and sat down to keep guard over him. Above his head was set an inscription
with the charge against him, ‘This is Jesus, the king of the Jews.” At the same
time, two thieves were also crucified with him, one on his right and one on his
left.

Those who passed by shook their heads and hurled insults at him. ‘Weren’t
you going to destroy the temple,” they jeered, ‘and build it again in three days?
Then save yourself. If you’re the Son of God, come down from the cross.” The
chief priests, together with the elders and scholars of the law, mocked him also,
and said, ‘He saved others. But he cannot save himself. Isn’t he the king of
Israel? Then let him come down now from the cross, and we’ll believe in him.
He put his trust in God, and said “I am the Son of God.” If God wants him, let
him save him now.” In the same way, even the thieves crucified with Jesus
reviled him.

At noon, darkness came over all the land for three hours. It was then that
Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani’, which means, ‘My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Some of those standing there heard
his cry, and said, ‘This man is calling to Elijah.” At once, one of them ran and
found a sponge. Soaking it in bitter wine, he fastened it on the end of a stick
and held it up for him to drink. But the others said, ‘Leave him alone. Let’s see
if Elijah comes to save him.’

But Jesus again cried out aloud, and gave up his life.

At that moment, the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to
bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split apart. The tombs broke open and
the bodies of many saints who had been sleeping were raised to life. They came
out from the tombs and, after Jesus’ resurrection, went into the holy city,
where they were seen by many. And when the centurion and those standing
guard over Jesus saw the earthquake and all the things that happened, they
were stunned with fear, and cried out, ‘Truly this man was the Son of God!

Watching from a distance were many women who had followed Jesus from
Galilee and had tended to his needs. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary
the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. When
it was evening, a rich man from Arimathea called Joseph, who had himself
become a follower of Jesus, came to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. Pilate
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ordered that it should be given up to him. Joseph took the body, wrapped it in
clean linen, and laid it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He
rolled a great stone against the entrance and went away. And Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary were seated there, facing the tomb.

The next day, which was after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and
the Pharisees assembled before Pilate, and said, ‘Your excellency, we remember,
while that imposter was still alive, that he said, “After three days, I will rise
from the dead.” So would you order the tomb to be made secure until the third
day, in case his disciples come and steal him away, and then tell the people he
has been raised from the dead. This last deception would be worse than the
first.” ‘Find a guard,” Pilate answered. ‘Go and make it as secure as you think
necessary.” So they went and made the tomb secure, sealing the stone and
setting a guard around it.
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Matthew xxviii

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary came to visit the tomb. All at once, there was a violent
earthquake. An angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the
tomb, rolled back the stone and sat upon it. His appearance was like lightning,
and his clothes were as white as snow. The guards shook in terror at him, and
became like dead men.

The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid. I know that you are looking
for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here. He has risen, as he said he would.
Come and see the place where he was lying. Then quickly make your way to his
disciples and tell them, “He has risen from the dead, and is going on ahead of
you to Galilee. You will see him there.” This is the message that I have for you.’

The women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran
to tell the disciples. Then suddenly, it was Jesus who came to meet them. He
spoke and said, ‘Welcome.” They came to him, and clasped his feet, and
worshipped him. He said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to
set out for Galilee. They will see me there.’

As the women went on their way, some of the guards came into the city and
reported all that had happened to the chief priests. The priests met with the
elders and devised a plan. They gave the soldiers a large sum of money, and
told them to say, ‘His disciples came in the night and stole his body while we
were asleep.” They added, ‘If Pilate should come to hear of this, we’ll reassure
him and keep you clear of trouble.” The soldiers took the money and did as they
had been instructed. And this story has been spread among the Jews to this
very day.

The eleven disciples made their way to Galilee, and to the mountain where
Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they knelt down in worship,
though some of them were still in doubt. Jesus came to them and said, ‘All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. So go and make all
nations followers of me. Baptise them in the name of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit. Teach them to keep all the commandments that I have given
you. I will be with you always, even to the end of time.”
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NOTES

The following notes, identified by chapter and verse number, explore particular
cruxes in translating Matthew. Click on RETURN to be taken back to the
translation.

6.27 ‘Can anyone by worrying add a single hour to life?’

This phrase may also refer to bodily size and be rendered ‘add a single cubit to
one’s stature’. Yet in terms of the human body, a cubit is rather a large
measurement (the distance from the elbow to the tip of the middle finger), and
the irony of the context would seem to require a tiny amount. ‘Add a cubit to
your span of life” seems a curious mixture, unnecessarily confusing the physical
with the temporal. For these reasons, the phrase is translated here as ‘add a single
hour to life’. RETURN

7.24-7 ‘So everyone who hears my words...in a huge and mighty fall

Although Jesus’ words begin in the present tense, the Greek then casts the details
of the parable in a past tense (‘someone who was prudent and who built their
house on rock. The rain poured down, the rivers flooded...” and so on). Recast in
a present tense, however, as here, the account gains in dramatic immediacy and
actuality. RETURN

8.27 ‘The men with him were amazed’

Matthew simply writes ‘the men’ (oi de {lvOpwnot), and it is not clear whether
the phrase refers to the disciples, to the crew, or even to men in general.
However, the disciples’ fearfulness and lack of faith is certainly being
emphasised; and it may be that Matthew is referring to them (perhaps a little
dismissively?) as ‘the men’ in order to highlight their human weakness in the
face of Jesus’ power. RETURN

122

NOTES

9.10 ‘in Matthew’s house’

The Greek does not make it clear in whose house the following episode takes
place. In the comparable passage in Mark that Matthew used as a source, the
episode occurs in the house of Levi, son of Alphaeus, immediately after his call.
Since scholars have identified Levi with Matthew, it seems permissible to
assume that the setting is Matthew’s house. RETURN

10.4 ‘Simon the Cananean’

In the list of the twelve apostles in Luke, Simon is called ‘the zealot’. The word
Cananean is from Aramaic, meaning ‘an enthusiast or zealous person’. The term
may indicate Simon’s political leanings or an aspect of his character; but it is not
certain whether, at the time of his appointment as one of the Twelve, it could
refer to the later nationalist, anti-Roman party that emerged. RETURN

11.12 ‘Ever since the time that John the Baptist came, people have been
seeking to force their way into the kingdom of heaven, in their passion to
seize it’

This difficult passage has given rise to several interpretations. It could be seen to
refer to the violent opposition which the kingdom of God, as preached by Jesus
and his followers, has historically encountered. Alternatively, it could be
construed as referring to the mass movement, started by John and continued by
Jesus, in which people are galvanised in their efforts to enter the kingdom
through repentance. The rendering here seeks to convey both the force and the
ambiguity of the original Greek. RETURN

12.30 ‘Whoever does not gather up my flock with me scatters it abroad’

Although the Greek verbs for ‘gather’ (cuvdywv) and ‘scatter’ (okopmilet) are
used here intransitively, without any direct object, some expansion of the sense
seems to be justified. Yet whereas ‘to gather’ may refer equally to a harvest or a
flock of sheep, it is more difficult to relate the verb ‘to scatter’ to a harvest. It
seems to belong more naturally to the scattering of sheep, such as could be
attributed to the activity of wolves (i.e. Jesus’ enemies). For this reason, the two
verbs are here aligned with the noun ‘flock’. RETURN

12.42 ‘The Queen of Sheba will also be raised’
The Greek literally reads ‘the Queen of the South’, but there is no doubt among

scholars that she is to be identified with the Queen of Sheba, who visited
Solomon — as related in the first book of Kings in the Old Testament. RETURN
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13.8 ‘..where it gave crop thirty and sixty and a hundred times more’

Matthew in fact reverses Mark’s order in his account of the harvest from
seed that fell on good soil, and actually writes ‘a hundred...sixty...thirty times
more’, to rather bathetic effect. It seems more natural and arresting English
to return to Mark’s order, beginning with the lower and ending with the
higher amount. All the quantities are, in fact, huge exaggerations of what
was possible in a real harvest. RETURN

13.33 ‘..a speck of yeast, which a woman took and mixed into three huge
sackfuls of flour’

The Greek literally reads Toun (simply, ‘leaven’ or ‘yeast’), which had been
mixed with odta tolo (three measures) of flour. Such a bald translation,
though, scarcely conveys the force of the contrast intended. The amount of
flour referred to in ‘three measures’ is very large, some 35 litres. By inference,
the amount of yeast used is very small. Some licence in the English seems
permissible, then, to convey the astonishing process of leavening that is
achieved by a tiny quantity of yeast. The Greek verb translated here as
‘mixed’ (evéxpuyev) contains also the idea of hiding or concealing. RETURN

16.19 ‘whatever you forbid on earth..will be allowed in heaven’

The basic contrast in the Greek is between ‘binding’ and ‘loosing’, and the
same antithesis is found at ch. 18.18, where all the disciples, not only Peter,
are addressed in virtually identical language. A number of scholars think the
contrast may refer to the banishing from, and readmitting into, the Christian
community, with Peter and the other disciples having the authority to make
decisions about what is permitted or prohibited within the community. Such
decisions will be ratified in heaven at the last judgment. RETURN

16.28 ‘there are some standing here who...will see the Son of Man coming
with his kingdom, before they die’

The Greek idiom reads ‘will not taste of death until they see..” But it seems
more natural in English to phrase the matter the other way round, and to
place ‘before they die’ at the end of the sentence. This gives greater emphasis
to the sense of urgency in Jesus’ words about the imminent coming of the
kingdom. RETURN

18.22 ‘but as many as seventy times seven’

The Greek may also mean ‘seventy seven times’, and some scholars prefer this
rendering since it echoes the Septuagint text of Genesis 4.24. The number is
clearly intended to be huge, to the point of being unlimited. It is debatable
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whether seventy seven times (which almost sounds a calculable number)
would be adequate to express this limitlessness, hence the choice here of
‘seventy times seven’. RETURN

19.28 ‘and rule the twelve tribes of Israel’

The verb translated here as ‘rule’ (xpivovtec) has the main meaning of
‘judge’, ‘criticise’, and even ‘condemn’. There is, however, some uncertainty
about the function of the disciples in the future world: whether it is to sit in
judgment on the twelve tribes of the Old Israel, or to have a role as rulers
over the New Israel, the Church. RETURN

23.2 ‘the seat of Moses’

This expression is not figurative, but refers to an actual seat in the
synagogue from which a sermon could be delivered. A number of such seats
of Moses have been discovered by archaeologists. RETURN

23.34 ‘interpreters of scripture’

This title (yoouuateic) is the same as the one that has elsewhere been
translated ‘scholars of the law’. Here, though, Matthew may be referring to a
special class of Christian scribes in the early church, whose function was to
expound scripture to the new communities. Hence, the slightly different
rendering of the word. RETURN

26.23 ‘One of you who has dipped his hand..’

There seems to be a tension in Matthew’s Greek at this point between having
Jesus make a general statement about his betrayer (as in Mark and Luke),
and being more explicit about his identity (which becomes obvious later).
RETURN

26.49 ‘And he kissed him fervently’

The verb translated ‘kiss’ but with an adverb at this point (xatepilnoev) is a
compound form of the verb ‘to kiss’ (puAMjow), used in the preceding verse. It
is not impossible that this change is intentional (it occurs also in Mark), to
indicate the clear marking out of Jesus by his betrayer, in order to avoid any
confusion in the dim light of the garden. RETURN

27.14 ‘But Jesus did not answer, not even to a single charge’
This sentence has provoked differing interpretations, depending on the

meaning attributed to onuo. The term normally means ‘word’, but can also
be translated as ‘charge’. For some commentators, the Greek is best rendered

125




NOTES

as ‘But Jesus did not answer, not a single word’. But for others, a closer
rendering is ‘But Jesus did not answer, not even to a single charge’. The
notion of Jesus not offering a reply to any one of the charges against him
(even though they are not listed) is favoured in most translations, and is
followed here. RETURN
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FURTHER READING AND LINKS

TEXTS

Greek

For readers who are interested in exploring Matthew’s original Greek
text, the best editions are the Nestlé-Aland Novum Testamentum

Graece, 27th. edition, 8th. impression, 2001; and the United Bible
Societies’ Greek New Testament, 4th. edition, 1993.

A major resource for elucidating questions raised by Matthew’s
language is A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and

other Early Christian Literature, rev. and ed. Frederick William
Danker, 3rd. ed., University of Chicago Press, 2000.

Greek-English

Two interlinear editions which place Matthew’s Greek against an
absolutely literal rendering of each word into English are Alfred
Marshall, The NIV Interlinear Greek-English New Testament,
Regency Reference Library, 1976; and Robert K. Brown and Philip W.
Comfort, The New Greek-English Interlinear New Testament,
Tyndale House Publishers, 1990.

English

The principal translations consulted in the preparation of this
version are:
King James Authorised Version, 1611; Revised Standard Version,

1946-52; E.V. Rieu, The Four Gospels, 1952; J.B. Phillips, The New
Testament, 1958; New English Bible, 1961-70; Jerusalem Bible, 1966,
rev. 1985; Richmond Lattimore, The Four Gospels and the
Revelation, 1982; Revised English Bible, 1989.
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FURTHER READING AND LINKS

A valuable resource that places eight English translations beside each
other on verso and recto pages (King James Version, New American

Standard Bible, New Century Version, Contemporary English
Version, New International Version, New Living Translation, New
King James Version, The Message) is John R. Kohlenberger 111, The

Contemporary Parallel New Testament, Oxford University Press,
1997.

CRITICISM AND COMMENTARY

general biblical translation issues

Almost all versions of the New Testament offer some commentary
upon the aims of their translations and the difficulties confronted,
often in prefaces or introductions. For two general surveys of issues,
see Stanley Porter and Richard Hess (eds.), Translating the Bible,

Problems and Prospects, Sheffield Academic Press, 1999; and
Timothy Wilt (ed.), Bible Translation, St Jerome Publishing, 2002.

For three recent studies that place English Bible translations within a
historical context, see Benson Bobrick, The Making of the English

Bible, Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2001; David Daniell, The Bible in
English: its History and Influence, Yale University Press, 2003; and
Adam Nicolson, Power and Glory: Jacobean England and the Making
of the King James Bible, HarperCollins, 2003.

specifically concerned with St. Matthew’s Gospel

Two important commentaries on Matthew’s Gospel, which include
significant analyses of his style and language, are M.D. Goulder,
Midrash and Lection in Matthew, SPCK, 1974, rept. Wipf and Stock,
2004 [esp. chs. 4-6 and 23]; and Henry Wansbrough, ‘Introduction to
Matthew’ [esp. ch. 2], an on-line booklet at

http://users.ox.ac.ul/"sben0056/Matthew.pdf.
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INTERNET LINKS

The amount of material on the internet relevant to a translation of
Matthew is vast. Simply clicking on the phrase ‘The Gospel of St.
Matthew’ in Google, for instance, currently [2006] yields over 34,000
hits, and a similar number for ‘St. Matthew’s Gospel’. Among the sites
that have proved particularly helpful are:

Janice Anderson Matthean Studies
(http://www.class.uidaho.edu/jcanders/Matthew) , a
site devoted to the academic study of Matthew,
with links to book, articles, and other material.

Mark Goodacre NT Gateway
(http://www.ntgateway.com/Matthew/), one of the
richest and most comprehensive of New Testament
sites, covering many aspects of New Testament
study, as well as providing links to further sites.

Calvin D. Linton The NIV:the Making of a Contemporary
Translation, ch.1 (http://www.ibs.org/niv/), a telling

account of translation issues encountered in the
drafting of the New International Version.

Andrew Moore  English Versions of the Bible
(http://www.eriding.net/amoore/bible/englishbible.h
tm), a valuable and lucid account of the history of
the English Bible, together with exploration of
translation issues, and comparisons between
different versions.

Jenee Woodard  The Text this Week
(http://www.textweek.com/mkjnacts/matthew.htm),
a comprehensive and well-organised list of
resources for St. Matthew’s Gospel, including
books, articles and reviews.

129




	Matthew combined 2011b-1
	Matthew combined 2011c-2



